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* ins EDITION.” 


AH 8 wol 1 8 of the rags 
ſtated in this pamphlet, were col- 


lected by the author during his reſidenſse 


in the Weſt Indies previous to the 
beginning of the late war. His ſitua- 
tion there, afforded him means of infor- 
mation not always attainable; and he 


endeavoured to avail himſelf of it for a 


purpoſe very different from that of a 
haſty and temporary publication. Some 
late meaſures of Government, particu- 
larly the proclamation of the twenty 
ſixth of December laſt, renewing, among 
other regulations, the reſtrictive procla- 
mation of the ſecond of July preceding, 
induced him, in judging of their pro- 
priety, to recur to the materials in his 
poſſeſſion; and conceiving that a clear 
and accurate knowledge of every part of 
our antient commercial ſyſtem with 
. Ame 


America, is at this time eſſentially ne- 
_ceffary, he ventures in this manner to 
ſubmit his thoughts on a very important 
branch of it, to the wiſdom. of our miniſ- 
ters and the judgment of an enlightened 
publick. Unconnected with party, he 
writes with the freedom of hiſtory: he 
truſts with impartiality: he hopes with- 
out offence. And although he has not 
the folly to ſuppoſe that the name of an 
undiſtinguiſhed individual like himſelf 
can add weight to his opinions; yet as 
he finds it neceſſary to animadvert on 
> the writings of others who have - avowed 
= - themſelves to the world, he has thought 
it his duty, as an honeſt man, to give his * 
name e to . r 


5 EDWARDS, 


-& 


| Weltbury Houſe, Hants, 
10th. N 1 1784: 


NORTH AMERTCA 
A N D * H * 


WEST. INDIES. 


J 
; # 
\ 


ing the conduct and determinations of 


whole people.—A ſingle error in the councils 
of nations, and the welfare of poſterity. We 


of this remark; and can bear teſtimony, from 


: and able ſtateſman bas produced : the revolt of 


7 I. AHERE is this eſſential difference * 


private perſons, and of perſons in power: the 5 


miſtakes of the former, however groſs and dan- 
gerous, ſeldom ſpread. their conſequenees beyond 
the individual himſelf, and the ſmall circle to 
which he belongs; whereas thoſe of the latter 
are often co-extenſive . with the intereſts of a 
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of 1 > 2 
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of a publick miniſter may involve in it the fate 
have all been melancholy witneſſes to the truth 


dur own remembrance, of the fatal effects that 
one eminent miſtake in the conduct of a great 
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_ athuee. millions of our 1 ſubjecis The 
diſmemberment of the empire, and a combina- 


tion of impending dangers, from which death 
ſeems our only refuge; : 


0 


It is is not Wan i n that 0 our law . 


miniſtration with ſuch an example before them, 


| At once a leſſon and a terror to the world, ſhould, 
in a caſe ſo unprecedented as the ſettling a com- 


mercial intercourſewith our late fellow- ſubjects, 


now a great and independent nation, have diſ- 


played unuſual timidity and caution. That 
their intentions were good, I have not a doubt; 
but I think it may be queſtioned whether the 
dread of doing too much, has not had too pow- 
erful an influence on their councils; for in dan- 


gerous caſes temporiſing expedients are not 


always the ſafeſt line of conduct. To me, in- 
deed, the governing principle of what ought to 


be the Conduct of Great Britain, on the preſent 
occaſion, appears ſufficiently obvious. The baſis 


of every permanent commercial alliance 
tween diſtant nations is mu 


in mutual confidence. Surely then it is our inter- 


eſt and our duty to endeavour, by ſoftening ani- SN 
moſity, to reſtore that confidence which we have 
unhappily loſt. Although we cannot retrieve 
411. che great benefits which we have wantonly 
and fooliſhly thrown from us, let us not, in the 


peeviſhneſs of diſappointed ambition, negle& 


the 


[ advantage, funde 10 | 


F 1 
the recovery of ſuch as are ſtill within our reach. 
Bz-an-enlarged and liberal policy on our part, 
paſſion and prejudice. will at -length-happity 
| ſubſide, and then, and not till then, will intereſt 
have its natural bias on the mind of America. 
Trade will no doubt, in ſuch caſe, revert in a 
great degree to its ancient channels; and that 
ſeparation which has rudely torn from the robe 
of Majeſty one of its brighteſt ornaments, may 
not ultimately prove fo eſſentially fatal as is 
now apprehended. Thus allied to us, as they 
) - ſtill are, by the deareſt ties of conſanguinit) - 
let us hope that the Americans will yet prove 
themſelves, as they have hitherto proved, our 2: 
| beſt friends and cuſtomers in peace, and in war 
our firmeſt allies; The propriety-of this doc- 
trine, I preſume to think, is not leſs juſtified by 
the precepts of chriſtianity, than by the maxim 4 
| 2 * ee and ment e e rr f 1 
e ve are now 0 * men of high * 
and great authority, that ſuch generoſity is not 
only unneceſſary but dangerous; and that, in 
ſpite of American reſentment and independen- 
cy, this kingdom muſt neceſſarily poſſefs' as 
much of their commerce as we wiſh to retain“. * 
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1 See the debates i in Fort TY March 7, 1 4 2 
a * Qbſervations on the Commerce of the Ametican 
States by Lord Sheffield. © The aim of his lordſhip's pm 
| * eee * ſupport this doctrine. D214 0 
8 wo 


55 3 
Tf this be indeed "A eaſe chat 2 dre 


ful; A jo! . 
an infirmity does Great Britain ex- 


ment of hu 


hibit to che world! And what have we to con- 
 fole ourſelves with, for the millions we have 
expended, and the blood we have ſpilt? we have 


diſmembered the nobleſt empire in the univerſe; 


Land for what? ** T7 make aſſurance fure!—to 
poſſefſs ourſelves of an object already our own, 
and of which zue it ſeems e hve 45 | 


. us my 


)CCCCCCCCCCTC0C Vb 


i 8 Oy ever thought und aid, ms ever 


ſhall think and ſay, that ede with with America 


on the part of Great Britain, was conceived in 
wickedneſs, and continued "through infanity; 
but Thad hopes, after the diſcipline we have un- 


dergone, that at length we were nearly cured of 


our delirium; for we bave been bliſtered and 


blooded, pumped, purged, and chained to the 


earth. Nevertheleſs there are, I am ſorry to 
find, a conſiderable party in the nation, who ap- 
pear to me to be ſtill labouring under ſome un. 
lucky aſcendant; for they tell us, that the only 
method which now remains of improving and 
extending a commercial intercourſe with our 
late brethren, is to treat them in all reſpects as 
a foreign people: to ſhut our ports againſt them, 
© aliens and ſtrangers: to make them ſenſible, 
that having renounced the duties, they have re. 
e alſo Ly AR of WO ſubjetts. 


1 5 | The 
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The Americans, we are gravely aſſured, will be 
. far from taking ſuch conduct amiſs: nay, they = 
will even applaud us for i it, and conſider it as 
a convincing proof ore our urliberality and ara 
thip towards them hk y 
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en tata among the great parties that are g 
now contending for the preſervation, or the ar: 
tainment of power; there are a few who argue 
more conſiſtently on the ſubject. Mr. Burke, 
Vith his uſual comprehenſive diſcernment, has 
9 expreſſed a generous indignation againſt all pro- 
. hibitory ſyſtems ; and the accompliſhed miniſ. 
ter in the direction of our finances, brought in- 
to parliament i a proviſional bill for the re- 
eſtabliſhment” of a commereial intercourſe be- 
teen this kingdom and America, founded on 
very beneficial and enlarged” principles; and 
which, had it paſſed into a law, would, I am 
2 perſuaded, have tended in its conſequences, nor 
to the injury of our trade and navigation, as 
Vas apprehended, but, in a very eminent de- | 
0 = to | the Toppers and e of „ 1 


A CE of adininificariaa riking 1 ſooen 1 
be this bill was rejected. Nevertheleſss, 
I will not preſume haſtily to condemn the mea- 

"7 Lord Sheffield's obſervations, p p. 3. 3 5 7 „ = 

ch, 1985 PT gs 9 
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wie was N in the place of it. - 
allude to chr act which empowers his Majeſty 
in council to regulate the trade with America in 


such manner as ſhall be thought 1 moſt expedient 


and ſalutary. It ſeemed not unreaſonable, it 4 
muſt be owned, that ſome engagement ſhould 
be required. on the part of Ametica, in return 
fos certain indulgencies, which ſhe will probably 


expecl from - Great, Britain; and I take for 
granted, that conſiderations. ofthis nature indu- 
ced parlizment to veſt a diſcretionary authority 


in. the privy. council; but notwithſtanding this 
diſplay of prudence (perhaps of wiſdom) it does 
not appear that the authority thus intruſted to 


adminiſtration has been productive of any of 
thoſe beneficial; effects which were expected 
ſrom the exereiſe of it. One of i its firſt fruits 


was the proclamation of the ſecond of July.; a 


1 5 meaſure which I venture to. pronounce (if it be 
meant as à permanent regulation) was founded 


on the groſſeſt m ſinformation, and 1s fraught 
with on moſt ſerious conſequences of the 
danger of which, however, I firmly believe its 


adviſers had not, nor vet have an adequate 


conce ception”. * 


The proclamation was renewed 26th of December, 


L 1783 Tx 7 few men are better acquainted with the true in- 
tereſts of the Welt-Indta Iſlands, the im portance of their 


5 wade, and their e on external ſupport, than the 


Right 
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"Fon 
I there ever was. one particular tyſtem of 


Sötnimterce in che world, chat called leſs for 
reſtraint and limitation than any other, it was 
_m_— the intercourſe and reciprocal ex- 


= 5 FI change 
1 je Honourable Gentleman 6 of 


Nr the act in the Houſe of Commons on 
which this proclamation is founded. I ſay this from ne 
_ other motive than the love of truck; for I am wholly un- 
known to the Right Honourable Gentleman; bat I hav 
frequently, from the gallery of that houſe, heard him diſ- 


play ſo rich a fund of corre and moſt valuable information = 


on thoſe ſubjeRts, (as he did particularly on an application 
of the ſagar refiners in February 178 1, for a reduction of 
the duties on foreign ſugar,) as convinces me that on the 
5 preſent occaſion ( indeed he adviſed the proclamation) he 

has ſuffered his on moſt excellent judgment to be biaſſet 


by that of lefs enlightened or intereſted men. As the rea- 
der may wiſh'to N the A 096m at A 1 21 


nen ene 
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e Court at St Ore s, the 2d. 7 Toh, OR 
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"WHEREAS by an Act of Parliament baue NY 


ſeffion, intitaled,” ** An aQ for preventing certain inſtru- 


ments from being required from ſhips belonging to the 


«© United States of America, and to give to his Majelty, 


6c for a limited time, certain powers for the better carry- 
Gs 1 on trade cb commerce between the ſubjects of bis | 
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5 rica. It was not a * calculated to ſupply 


447 


ö change of commod ities, which ſubliſted. between 
| our fubjeRts add che Weſt-India- Islands, and 


thoſe of the now United States of North. Ame- 


the 


46 Matety s 88 ey the. inkabicdncs. of . ſaid 


«© United States,” it is amongſt other things enacted, that 
during the continuance of the ſaid act, it ſhall and may be 


lawful for his Majeſty in Council, by orderor orders to be 


iſſued and. publiſhed from time to time, to give ſuch direc- 


tions and to make ſuch regulations with reſpe& to duties, 


drawbacks or otherwiſe, for carrying - on the. trade and 
commerce between the people and territories belonging to 


the Crown of Great Britain, and the people and territaries 


of the ſaid United States, as to his Majeſty in Council 
ſhall appear moſt expedient and ſalutary, any law, uſage, 
or cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding ; his Majeſty 
doth therefore, by and with the advice of his privy coun- 
cil, hereby order and direct, that pitch, tar, turpentine, 
hemp, and flax, maſts, yards, and bowſprits, ſtaves, head- 


ing, boards, timber, ſhingles, and all other ſpecies of 
| lumber ; horſes, neat cattle, ſheep, hogs, poultry, and all 
© Other ſpecies of live ſtock and live proviſions ; z peas, beans, 


potatoes, wheat, flour, bread, biſcuit, rice, oats, barley, 


and all other ſpecies of grain, being the growth or produe- 


tion of any of the United States of America, may (until 


further order) be imported by Britiſh ſubjects in Britiſh- 
built ſhips, owned by his Majeſty's ſubjects, and navigated 
according to law, from any port of the United States of 
America, to any of his Majeſty's Weſt-India Iſlands; and 


that rum, ſugar, molaſſes, coffee, cocoa nuts, ginger, and 
pimento, may, until further order, be exported by Britiſh 
ſubjects in Britiſh-built ſhips, owned by his Majeſty's ſub- 


160 


1 % 


che fantaRtick. calls of vanity, or to adminiſter 
pratificarion to luxury or to vice. Its firſt ob- 
ject was to obtain food for the hungry: to pur- 
| chaſe common ſuſtenance for thouſands in thoſe 
iſlands who muſt otherwiſe have unavoidably 
ſuffered the miſeries of famine. And the ſecond 
great aim of the planters was, to procure mate- 
rials for the ſupply of two capital objects; their 
buildings, and packages for conveying their 
ſtaples to Great Britain, from whence alone 
they are ſupplied with raiment and other manu- 


| jets, and navigated according to law, from any of his 
Majeſty's Weſt-India Iſlands, to any port or place within 
the ſaid United States, upon payment of the ſame duties 
on exportation, and ſubject to the like rules, regulations, 
ſecurities and reſtrictions, as the ſame articles by law are 


or may be ſubject and liable to, if exported to any Britim 


colony or plantation in America: —and the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, . 
and the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, are to give 

the neceſſary directions herein, as to them * n 
apperiain. 


4 
— 


"Ah. Correll | 


The act on which this proclamation was founded, expir- 
ing the zcth of December, 1783, it was renewed the laſt 
Seffion, and declared to be in force until the 24th June, 
1784. The reader will obſerve, that thoſe important ar- 
_ ticles beef and pork, ſalted fiſh, lamp oil, &c, are prohi- 
bited altogether from the United States, even in waa 
| hips, navigates Webring to law. 55 | 


2 neg 


A . ‚ . , e — — — ie TAP 4 . eee 5 - 
ls, - ' . 
* V = * 
4 * — ” — 
© ; : a 
7 _ 0 og 
« » A = a 


147 


ioc ities, which ſubliſted between 


5 She 77!!! hands, and 


thoſe of the now United States of North. Ame- 
rica. It was uot a n calculated to ſupply 
2A SM the 


++ Majedly's. Jominions. and e en b the faid 


1 United States,“ it is amongſt other things enacted, that 


during the continuance of the ſaid act, it ſhall and may be 


lawful for his Majeſty in Council, by orderor orders to be 
iſſued and. publiſhed from time to time, to give ſuch direc- 


tions and to make ſuch regulations with reſpect to duties, 


drawbacks or otherwiſe, for carrying. on the trade and 


commerce between the people and territories belon ging to 
the Crown of Great Britain, and the people and territaries 


of the ſaid United States, as to his Majeſty in Council 


ſhall appear moſt expedient and ſalutary, any law, uſage, 


or. cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding ; his Majeſty 
doth therefore, by and with the advice of his privy coun- 


cil, hereby order and direct, that pitch, tar, turpentine, 


hemp, and flax, maſts, yards, and bowſprits, ſtaves, head- 
ing, boards, timber, ſhingles, and all other ſpecies of 
lumber ; horſes, neat cattle, ſheep, hogs, poultry, and all 
© Other ſpecies of live ſtock and live proviſions ; z peas, beans, 
potatoes, wheat, flour, bread, biſcuit, rice, oats, barley, 
and all other ſpecies of grain, being the growth or produe- 
tion of any of the United States of America, may (until 
further order) be imported by Britiſh ſubjects in Britiſh- 
built ſhips, owned by his Majeſty's ſubjects, and navigated 
according to law, from any port of the United States of 
America, to any of his Majeſty's Weſt-India Iſlands; and 
that rum, ſugar, molaſſes, coffee, cocoa nuts, ginger, and 


pimento, may, until further order, be exported by Britiſh 


ſubjocts in anden lupe, owned ” his rr ſub- 


Wo jecto, 


ot 


| the fantaſtick. calls of vanity, or - to adininifter 
gratification | to luxury or to vice. Its firſt ob- 


ject was to obtain food for the hungry: to pur- 


chaſe common ſuſtenance for thouſands in thoſe 
iſlands who muſt otherwiſe have unavoidably 
ſuffered the miſeries of famine. And the ſecond 


great aim of the planters was, to procure mate- 
rials for the ſupply of two capital objects; their 


buildings, and packages for conveying their 
ſtaples to Great Britain, from whence alone 


| * are hg gan Wien e raiment and other n manu- | 


jects, and navigared MOONEY to law, from any of his 
Majeſty's Weſt-India Iſlands, to any port or place within 
the ſaid United States, upon payment of the ſame duties 
on exportation, and ſubject to the like rules, regulations, 
ſecurities and reſtrictions, as the ſame articles by law are 


or may be ſubje& and liable to, if exported to any Britiſh _ 


colony or plantation in America: —and the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, . 


and the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, are to give 
the neceſſary directions Hexein, as to them * . 
appertain. ö | 
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| The aQ on which his proclamation was founded, ei. 


ing the zoth of December, 1783, it was renewed the laſt 
Sefſion, and declared to be in force until the 24th June, | 


1784. The reader will obſerve, that thoſe important ar- 
. ticles beef and pork, ſalted fiſh, lamp oil, &c, are prohi- 
bited altogether from the United States, even in iti 


b Hips, navigated according to wn... 3 


Stph. curl. * 


* 


1 


_— | - 25 


' + Faftures to an a amount, for the comfort 


- 
- 


of life and the ſupport and maintenance of their 
| - plantations, —Of the neceſſity of obtaining ma- 


terials for the package of their principal com- 


mo dities, ſugar and rum, an idea may be form- 
eld from this, — that the quantity of thoſe articles 
| only, annually ſhipped to Great Britain, exceeds 
in value the ſum of three millions of pounds 


ſterling, and without the means of conveying 


the og to the Britiſh market, the whole of 


its immenſe cultivation muſt ſtop; for who 


will raiſe, at a great expence, commodities 


which he can neither ene himbelt nor ſell 
to others! ? - 


Sock bildg'] in part the nature, and indeed the 
abſolute neceſſity of the trade in queſtion, it 
| ſeems beyond the ſtretch of human ingenuity 


to deviſe. a ſolid reaſon why the circumſtance 
of American independency ſhould induce Great 
Britain to object (if America does not) to the 
continuation of ſo beneficial an intercourſe :— 
beneficial in the higheſt degree to Great Bri- 
tain herſelf; not to her ſugar plantations only: 

| —yet the proclamation before mentioned, by 


interdicting American ſhips. from a participa- 
tion therein, is, according to my conception of 


it, tantamount to, and in. effect an abſolute 
Prohibition of the trade altogether. Nor is 
2008 opinion ſingle . „ the inha- 
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bitants of all the Britiſh Weſt * conſider- 
ed the proclamation 1 in the ſame light; for it 
no ſooner reached them, than American ſup- 2 
5 roſe immediately, in conſequence of its, 
three hundred per cent, in price. 


k : * 8 


It were 'ealy to e the impolübility : 


of Britiſh ſhips ſupplying excluſively the ſugar, 


iflands with American cargoes, except on terms 


abſolutely ruinous either to the merchant who 


carries on the trade, or to the planter. To 
thoſe who are acquainted with the nature and 


comparative cheapneſs of American navigation, 
proof of this 1 is unneceſſary; and it is equally 


unneceſſary to thoſe who are not; lor in my 
opinion, the United States will cut the matter 
ſhort by a reciprocal reſtriction towards Britiſh” 


veſſels. . That they certainly will come to this 


determination, however, I do not affirm ; I only 
fay they may: and I think it more than prob- | 


able, as ſoon as their preſent internal diſquie- 


| tudes are ſufficiently allayed, to permit them to 


attend to foreign commerce, that they will; 


; and I form my opinion on the following cir- | 


cumſtances: Firſt, becauſe they well know that 


Great Britain muſt j in time recede; for America 


— 


has this advantage in the conteſt, that ſugar 
and rum, and coffee, and molaſſes, though very 
wholeſome things, are not, however, like Ame- 
rican proving, abſolutely neceſſary to the pre- 

i e ſervation : 


ws 


d a4 — — — rr ora rrary—_ Yor n 
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| ſervation bf life. Secondly, becauſe if they 


are not permitted to purchaſe thoſe commodi- 


ties from us, in their own way, they can get 
them elſewhere. The commerce of America, 


therefore, is beyond all equivalent more neceſ- 


ſary to the Britiſh Weſt- India Iſlands, than that 


: of the iſlands to her. For cheſe reaſons Great 
Britain, as America well knows, muſt recede 
at laſt. The misfortune is, that our deyoted | 


| Planters may be famiſhed beſet 8 the camel 2 


ſettled. 


Thoſe who Uk NY ks heceſſities of A- 
merica will oblige her to ſend her merchandize | 
to the beſt marker, through any channel, ap- 
pear to me to judge ſomewhat haſtily of © HY 
nature. They take for granted that intereft has, 


in all caſes, an irreſiſtible influence on human 


action. I doubt this is not always a juſt con- 5 
cluſion. The bulk of mankind are, I believe, 


as commonly governed by paſſion. But though 
on the preſent occafion, the paſſions and pre- 


judices of America concur, according to my 
idea, with her real intereſt, to induce her to 
rehect the alternative offered by Great Britain, | 
yet it may not be uſeleſs to enquire what other 
nations have done under a ſimilar predicament, 


and in caſes too where evidently it was ut their 


intereſt to retaliate. An inſtance occurs in hiſ- 
90 too firiking to be overlooked. By a ſta- 


tute 


"2 


. 2 1 6 1 1 7 „ 2 
: cots of Queen Elizabeth, # importation was 
prohibited of cutlery from the N etherlands. - 

This act was no ſooner promulgated, than — 
Priticeſs of Parma inſtantly prohibited in return 


the trade for Engliſh woollens, .amounting to 


the annual value of one million ſterling. This 45 


Princeſs knew as well as Elizabeth, that by this 


prohibition ſhe eſſentially injured the trade of 


the people under her government but the | 
gratified her revenge; and in truth the annals 
of all ages abundantly prove, that conſidera- 
tions of intereſt, are frequently P by, 
moxlves « of reſentment. V 


1 Sa 38 55 
» * 94 7 7 


Sureh the preſent object is not rage un⸗ 
derſtocd in this kingdom, or the profitable 
exiſtence of the moſt valuable of our remain- 
ing plantations ;—the welfare of thouſands and 
* thouſands of valuable ſubjects —1 may add the 
manufactures and induſtry, in a great degree, of 
the nation, would not have been thus put in 
| hazard. That the ſubje& 1 is not well under- 
ſtood, is evident from the reaſoning of many 
diſtinguiſhed men, both in and out of parlia- 
ment, wha cannot be ſuppoſed to be actuated 
by intereſted or improper motives, Yet their 
arguments prove, them to be moſt ſtrangely 
miſinformed in a matter of the higheſt impor- 
tance. ; Among other poſitions, which have 
| ſeemingly had an ane on the councils of 
Ae | 
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Fit, That if ka United States al 2 25 


permiſſion to Britiſh ſhips to carry on the trade 
between the, Weit Indies and America exclu- 


fl ively, the planters. may obtain ſufficient ſup- | 


plies of proviſions. and lumber. from Canada and 
Noya Scotia, at leaft with ſome al iſtance from. 
ut! Britain, 28 


441 2 - &y of * / 4 4%. 1 * 4 + . 7 1 o * 


" Secondly, T hat Great Britain — 75 entitled 
to the monoply- of the produee of her own 
Weſt-India Iſlands, it will be 1 injurious. to her 
intereſt, to permit a direct importation into the 


5 


United States of _ dort thereaky,1 25 nen 5 
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Thirdly, That it 55 We are allowed . 
fes commercial intercourſe with this king- 
dom and its dependencies As; formerly, 


ih ſoon ſubſtancially whey to, the excluſion 


of our ow ſhipping,. Wb e W wo of, our 
Ita 2 „ 


1 14 
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"Fourthly, That Treland will have caſt reaſon, 
to complain, if America is permitted to Be 
chaſe ſugar and rum Fg, than herſelf, . 


ICH, 
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"EY conſider theſe: ODE ſepararely.: 
LS in this, as in all other commercial diſqui- 
fitions, it is the firſt duty of ; a writer 10 aſcertain 
| Fak. Declamation may miſſead and ſpecula- 
tive reaſoning perplex, but in matters of trade, 
the moſt, plauſible theory, unleſs it be raiſed 
on the ſolid evidence of well e e ; 
fas, is built on ubble. ,, Boo 


1 "Fol Sheffield 8 ind v very in, 9— 5 2 
ts knowledge of the exports and imports of 

the American trade, will afford us facts and | 

© principles to aſcertain. its value, I ſhall, apply 7 
this obſervation to the trade in queſtion, as it 
actually ſubſiſted between our iſlands in the 

s Welt Indies and the now United States of Ame- 

; rica previous to the year 1774, in the latter end : 

of which year, the non-importation agreement 
took place. I omit that year, for obvious rea- 

ſons. If 1 miſtake not, the ſummary which I 
thall preſent to my 1 readers will afford a full and 
ſufficient anſwer. to more than one. of the pre- 

ö ceding objections. T he reſt will give me very 
lirtle me. . it OY Te ATT 


15 I beg in 93 he 3 115 is indeed bbs 
| dantly 33 that Great Britain ſhould be 
1 acquainted | with. their nature and value, for 
their importance extends not merely to the 


ö preſervation of fortune vat to the maintenance 
| e 


3 1 16 . N . 
of . was ſaid 1 in parliament, that they 


anmdunted to about 208,cc81. annually, but 


that neither the people nor parliament of Eng- 
land have at preſent any juſt conception of their 
magnitude, may be ſeen from hence, that on an 
average of three years, previous to 1774, our 


ſeveral Weſt-India Iſlands received from Ame- | 
rica (I mean from thoſe provinces which now 
- . _ conſtitute the United States; the ſmall and 


_ caſual importations from Canada and Nova 
Scotia being unworthy particular diſcrimina- 
tion“) an annual ſupply of one hundred and 
twenty: fiye thouſand barrels of flour, five thou- 


ſand tierces of biſcuit, fourteen thouſand tierces 


of rice, twelve thouſand five hundred barrels of 
pork and beef; three hundred and ſixty thou- 


5 ſand buſhels of Indian corn; beſides beans and 
peaſe, oats, &c. but above all, as being of in- 
finite importance towards the maintenance of 


the Negroes, was the article of ſalted fiſh, 


amounting to one hundred and fifty thouſand 


quintals, and thirty thouſand barrels f. Such 
were "We profiſiom,—act matters of luxu rs 


* . $th July, 1782, to I Pang ani ts fws 


ſmall veſſels from, Hallifax, and one from , _ 
35 Y Kingſton 1 in Jamaica. | 


_ Worth i in America about 1 Rerling—of 1 
great importance of this N 8 15 1 * uw 


have occaſion to * 


_— 


£ 1 1 b 
but plain and neceſſary food. Of lumber gh 
building; ſuch. as. joiſts, boards, planks, &c. 
(worth in the Welt Indies before the war about 
51. ſterling per thouſand) ; the quantity im- 
ported was twenty million one hundred land 
fifty thouſand feet, {beſides' twenty- one million 
of ſbingles for roofing; and of ſtaves for hogſ- 
heads and puncheons, worth 81. ſterling. per 
thouſand, or thereabouts, the iſlands receive 
twenty one million one hundred and ſixty thou · 

fand, excluſive of ſeventeen thouſand ſhook 

hogſheads, and about a million and à half of 
wobd hooßs. To all Which are to be added 
frames for houſes, ſpermaceti candles, iron, tar, 
turpentine and lamp oil; horſes, oxen, ſheep 
and poultry; the whole annual "i rt portale, 1 
venture to ſet, on the moſt mod ate eſtimate, 
at the ſum of 7 — Oy Money of Gteat 
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hs payment . 8 e e 
Americans exported part of all the e as F 
our iſlands; but prifeipally um. And it is a 
ceircumſtance deſetrving particular attention; 
that the rum of all our {plantations (Jamaica 
and Grenada excepted) is fit only for the Ames 
rican market, and would ſeldom prove a favs 
ing temittance if ſhipped to Great Britain. 
The quantity of this article ſold annually __ 


America, on .an-a\ erage, as above; was three | 
_—= A. million 


„ 
minen gx Ründred thötfand gallons, amount- 
ing, at 181 6d. ſterling: per gion, to ho cel 
or Po 99 301 dey ' f G 


: 7 * 
N i * — N * 77 * No 


Tx Wind — 


- The bent article of; er in nn 
was agar," of which the Americans 'purchaſee 
about 3000 hogſheads,: r5oe tierces, and 4000 
barrels yearly, worth on the (ſpot; abovr 
125 00l. ſterling. It was chiefly _—_ nn 
na for . % FAT” 


Wich * the N were chien) 5 
plied by the French, who being checked in their 
diſtilleries by the policy of their government, 
could afford to ſell it much cheaper chan the 
Britiſh. planters, yet in aſſorting their homeward 
| cargoes, this commodity was not entirely over- 
| Jooked, The quantity purchaſed by them in 
our iſlands annually, was ſtated to me at about 
1 $0,000 gallons, worth 5, oool. een dot | 
e s Ru Wee p oo db Sh 
1 1 very eſſential is 5 
American conſumption, The demand for it 
in Jamaica for the American market, was ſo 
great for ſome years previous to the commerice- 
= ment of the late war, as to occaſion an increaſe - 
3 of cultivation in the mountainous parts of that 
. Iſland, (eſpecially in the vicinity on "Oe" . 


* 


0 rapid as to excite een, n t. 
The 
4 5 ' 


% 
ag ag 2 1967; (fnct which time I have no 
exact account) from the port of Kingſton was 
904 caſks, worth, I preſume, on an average, 20]. 
each (curreney). Ive no doubt chat this 
-#xportation Was denbled; on an average of the 
Cite fucteeding years; and allowing” the iſlands. 
20 Wind ward (particularly Dominica and Gre- 
i and its dependeneies) to have furniſhed 
an equal quantity with Jamaica, the whole ſup- 
pi in Rerling money” would not be'thort of 
So, odol. This article too would have proved 
a loſing rernittance if ſhipped to Great Britain. 
Dur late miniſters, however, very wiſely and 
4 e 4 reduced the duties on its' importa- 


Pg are Page” Ban quantities of cocoa or 
chocolate, and about 10,000 mabogany planks. 
Theſe articles were obtained principally from 
the Spaniſh Main, and the iſland of Cuba, in 
exchange for Britiſh manufactures ſent from 
Jamaica. This was a trade formerly of infinite 
importance to Great Britain, till the Britin 
miniſtry, in 1763, through a miſtaken policy, 
becoming cuſtom - houſe officers for the King 
of Spain, gave it a Wound Which it has never 
thoroughly recovered. They purchaſed like- 
ante but to no great ameunt, piemento, ginger, 
. cotton. 


fn Ti 1} 


_ A——_ lieb, logwood ani ligium vine. * 
theſe various n 1 EE 4 looſe wy 4 
ag n 0 
f S130 0 
"From this tate of their. open Lak n 5 4 
the ſum. of. 240, oo0l. ſterling appears to have I 
been the balance in favour of America, and it 4 
was paid in caſh and bills of exchange. Part of ; 
"3 which, as it is ſuppoſed, was afterwards laid 
out in the French iſlands, / in the purchaſe of | 
- molaſſes and coffee; but much leſs I believe 
than is commonly imagined; for the French 1 
planters had as great occaſion as our ow]n for 
American lumber and neceſſaries; and that 
thoſe articles were freely admitted into their 5 


ports, I have been myſelf an eye-witneſs ; that 
they gladly received them too, inſtead of mo- KM 
ney, in payment of ſugar and other articles f 
their produce, which were afterwards conveyed 
ee legally or not) into the ports of North 
America, there is no reaſon to doubt. It is 
therefore more than probable, that the whole or 
the greateſt part of the balance due and re- 
ceived from the planters in our own iſlands, was 
remitted by the Americans to Great Britain, in 
reduction of their debts to the Britiſh merchants. 
And ſuch were once the happy effects of coloniel 
navigation and commerce! Though ſpreading 
througha variety of diſtant channels, their profits 
0 all FUTON to, and ultimately concentred ih, 
8 T4 Hreat 5 


* 1 


* 


x 


t 1 


_ as philoGphers tell us, ſupplies, by unobſerved 


operations, and through a thouſand ſecret re- 
ceſſes, the ſprings and fountains of the earth: 

but theſe, after giving fertility and life to the 
remoteſt corners of the globe, return back wick 


collective and augmented' force, and freighted 


general Parent.” FC OO In 


* N. . * r 


In the n enumeration of fs n | 


J's the Britiſh Weſt Indies<o North America, 
I am not clear that my ſtatement conforms to 
official documents. The Cuſtom-houſe books 


in the Weſt⸗ Indies, out of which thoſe docu- 


ments are formed, afford no certainty of infor- 
mation; ſor many of the bays, creeks, and ſhip- 


ping places in the iſlands (particularly in Ja- 
maica) being remote from the ports of entry, 


it was formerly uſual with the maſters of Ame- 


tican veſſels loading at ſuch places, in order to 
prevent delay, to make out their manifeſts, and 


take out their clearances before they were fully 


laden, receiving afterwards on board, notwith- F 
ſtanding the riſques they incurred by the prac- 


tice, much greater quantities of goods than they 


had reported. Governor Lyttelton, in a re: 
preſentation to the Lords of Trade, in 176 * 


of fiow | before e obſerves that there was 


414 


Great Britain, like rivers to the ocean, which, 


with golden n FO to. the Halo of their 


not at that time one half ol the produce i 
| _ 
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| 1 22 23 
entered. far. exportation in che Cuſtom - houſe 
books at Jamaica, which: was: actuafiy hippe. 
Perhaps, therefote 1 may havr over rated * 
We in favane: ecke e il 25 


12 am * more inclined to ſulpect thats 6 
meat is not rightly informed 1 in chis particular 

ol the exports, becauſe Lord Sheffield, who ap- 
pears to have been refuſed no information that 
office can give, ſpeaks of them in general (the 
article of rum excepted) as inconſiderable and 
of little value, With reſpect, however to the 
imports, it is impoſſible but that the fulleſt and 
moſt correct information has been obtained; 
and amongſt the numerous accountscollected by 
his Lordſhip, it would have been a proof of his 
candour if he had ſtated alſo an account of the 
imports in queſtion to the publick, and thereby 
have rendered this intruſion on their e E 
unneceſſary, | „ 


8 4 5 * ! 5 
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In truth! it is the Ke. of 8 magni- 
| rude of the imports from the United States 
(—ſeven hundred and fifty thouſand pounds 

ſterſing laid out in ſuch cheap and bulky com- 
modities as proviſions and lumber 1—) that, 
_ chiefly demonſtrates the mockery of referring. 
the diſappointed planter to Canada and Nova 
Scotia. Even if nature had not, as vnfortu- 
nately ſhe ad ſhut vp. the navigation from 

| „ 
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kt. 8 
the tins: of "theſe - provinces fx months in 
the year, and devoted the latter to everlaſting X 
| Refility;; chere is this plain reaſon in the na- 
| ie of things chat forbids'the planter to lock 
ts thoſe countries for effettual relief. “It is 
inconſiſtene with the nature of ebmmeree, to 
furniſi an adequate ſupply to ſo vaſt and ſo va- 
nous à demand; coming immediately and un- 
expectedly. The Geriund d the ſupply muſt 
grow up together, mutually | ſupporting, and | 
ſupported by each other.“ It Will require - 2 
leng ſeries b of years t to Nur b roy 
This wkdnindl piles too in à Siet Jeon} 
Ws. * to -Eaglabd; as to our fe remaining 
pruvinoes in North America. 1 in ſüppoſe; 
however, that Great Britain can Actually furnith 
the chief of thoſe articles” which che planters 
formerly obtained from the United States; yet 
it muſt be remembered, that the price of chem 
in Europe, from the advance of freight only, | 
will at leaſt be doubled. The freight of n. 
ber; even from North America a ſhort and ae 
paſſage, is a moiety of the! firſt coſt of che 
goods. Nevertheleſs (av was Well bfervedt by 
a noble Earl in che, Fouſe of Lotds) e it is the 
+ readineſt and oheapneſt of theinavi eee | 
bon ern 06 82177306 mv 119 $0. 
| TY See Mr Walker s evidence beforgahe Halls ofiCan: 


mons on the Planter's PROS. in 177 5. N this re- 


| mark i 18 ably illutrated. 0009 236.2. 340 to 
bolJ Eh 1 ; Roy” 
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— ſupnorts as WA From the vicinity 


ny of the. American Continent; and the Weſt 
20 India Iſlands to each other, the trade is carried 


L on by ſmall, Hoops and ſchooners 1 nay, even 


2 by half decked boats, with two and three 


Ten, and perhaps: a boy on board of each, 


the value of one cargo, inconſiderable as it 
sis, being more than ſufficient e the 
Printe coſt of the whole veſſel . gv 


4 8 47 14 . 


Wich the advance of freight | on goods pur- 
Sake in Europe, (to ſay nothing of the aug- | 
mented colt of the goods themſelves) muſt be 
reckoned alſo the loſs which the [planter will 
fuſtain in the ſale of his produce I mean in 
the difference he will experience between the 
prices he uſually obtained from the American 
trader (who, dealing on barter and for a home- 
Vard freight, could afford to pay liberally) and 


thoſe which he is likely to obtain at a glutted 
market, and ſubject to enormous duties in 
Great Britain. Part of his flaple commodities 
too, as we have ſhewn, if he cannot ſell them 


to America, muſt remain a dead loſs on his 


hands. It is, therefore, | cruelty; and inſult to 


tell him of ſupplies in Great Britain, if he has 
not where withal to purchaſe them. There may 


be corn in Egypt, duet n in no N Mane 1 in che 
Logs: of Canaan. e 


* * 


en Abtagdon s W Jays 1 5. 1563. | 
Under 


| (4s 1 
« Vizdertieunſtahces of __ kecttmilated diſ- 
| = it is abſolutely "impoſſible that nineteen 
out of twenty of the planters can ſubſiſt. If it 
de aſked, Hotu it came that they ſubſiſted during the 
war, when all immediate intercourſe with the aſſo- 
ciated provinces was cut off? The anſwer is ob- 
vidus. They obtained American ſupplies by 
means of the prize · veſſels which were con- 
demned and ſold in their ports; and, if this 
reſource proved deficient, the advanced ptice of 
Weſt- India produce at the Britiſh market, en- 
abled the planter to purchaſe ſuch articles in 
| Great Britain, as Great Britain could fupply. 
The teſource and its alternative no longer exiſt. 
And here it may not be improper tö ſhew on 
what terms the planter was uſually fupplicd at 
the Britiſh market with thoſe "commodities 
which he formerly obtained from North Ames 
rica. —An inſtance or two will ſuffice. Among 
other neceſſaries, flour, and packages for rum, con · 
ſtituted two important articles. Of the flour, 
à third, at leaſt; periſned before it reached its 
place of deſtination; and with regard to pun- 
cheons for containing rum, it is to be obſerved, 
that pipe-ſtaves from the Baltick, though af- 
fording the necẽffary matertal, Are not prepared 
for the uſe of the Welſt-liidies; being too long 
for a lingle puncheon, and hot long g enough for 
two neither are they properly mühufadüred 
in other pe The planter was compelled, 
3 E. there- 


4 46 1 
ala. 3 ready made dur icheons 
in Great Britain 1 the average price of which, 
duting the war, was about twenty. ſhillings 


each,“ to which add fix ſhillings for freight, 


1 pr” chewy and charges, and. the whole: expencc 
on delivery in the Weſt Indies, excluſive of the 
 4ron-hoopy, was 268. ſterling. Now the whole 
coſt in the Weſt Indies of the ſame article, pre- 
pace from American ſtaves, was uſually about 
11S. only. Some part, of this expence, how- 
ever, was repaid; and a very ſmall part of the 
puncheons were uſed as packages for dry goods 
ſent out, 'which was 4 ſaving in the freight; | 
but i it is no exaggeration to aver, that in this 
inſtance alone, trifling as it may appear, by im- 
| porting their rum- packages from Great Britain 
inſtead of America, the iſlands ſuſtained a loſs 
of at leaſt 50,0001. ſterling per annum. From, 
hence ſome. judgment may be. formed. what 
| little dependence, even the moſt opulent of the 
| Weſt India planters, can plage on the Mother 
Cous try for. the, lupply;” of neceſſaries. The 


wee wiel. is ruinous in.the Extremes, 


The EI HA 9 have, I trult, 
fully obviated the firſt objection above ſtated, 
and anticipated in ſome meaſure an anſwer to 
the ſecond. I molt readily admit that Great 
Wan 18 0 of right entitled to the ee of 


* 


ne * The pics i is nw 18 8. 5 
92. 9 90 | the 


TI: * 1 | 
the produce of her Weſt· India poſſeſſions, as thin. 
as the. continues o them the monopoly of her 
f Bis recip o obligation I conſider as | 


of Which. the ſugar iNands were. ſettled; but 1 
99 ntend... that, a, vent in America, (though no 
ofiger. 3 part of the Britiſh dominion). of thofe 
5 of their produce, for which the demand 
in Great Britain, ſeldom, affords a ſaving price; 
may very reaſonably be requeſted, - Fot not 
tending i in the ſmalleſt degree to the prejudice 
5 of che mother en, it cannot i . 


I have luppaſed to ſubſſt dee ber aal bt 3 
children. It were indeed ſtrange policy in a 
parent ſtate to "deprive her colonies of any re-: 
Pource, the loſs of which, though an injury to 1 
them, is productive of no advantage to'herſelf, 

nor can any contract warrant ſo extenſive ah  _ 4 
interpretation. . Sugar, indigo, cotton wool; 
dying-woed, &c. being raw materials, for which 
reat Britain affords a ſufficient demand, ſhe 
may perhaps properly enough confine to her 
own market, but all or moſt of the remaining 
Weſt India products, ought to lie under no ſuch 
reſtriction; and I ſhall offer ſome reaſons to 
prove, that the principal ſtaple, ſugar, ought to 
be allowed a free export to America as hereto» 
fore, even in Point. of true nn * wm "wy of 15 
Great Britain. aii ant en en re nes 1 
| 4 EE 5 It 
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It is inconteſtibly true, chat if che Aer! 
cans are not permitted to purchaſe this" article 
from our own iſlands, they Will obtain it from 
choſe of France. We are told indeed by Lord 
Shefßeld, © that neither Holland nor France 
will ſuffer the American States to carry fogar 
from their ports in the Weſt-Indies;; ;? but un- 
leſs his lordſhip alludes: to ſome recent regula- 
tion of thoſe governments of which T have not 
heard, he will find it difficult to reconcile this 
aſſertion with that which immediately precedes 
it, in the ſame page and in the fame paragraph 
of his book: ( The difference of price, ſays 
his lordſhip, between French, / Daniſh; and 
Dutch, and Britiſh Weſt India ſugar, was ſo 
great, that above two thirds of the fugar im- 
ported into America came from the foreign 
- HMands.” This indeed, I believe ; and whether 
ſuch ſugar was imported clandeſtinely from the 
foreign iſlands, or otherwiſe, it is a circumſtance 
of which Great Britain ought certainly to avail 
herſelf, by encouraging as much as poſſible the 
Americans to deal with her own ſugar iſlands 
for this article among others, inſtead of laying 
out their money with the French, the Danes- 
and the Dutch. It ſeems not to be ſofficiently 
underſtood, that every addition to the broſperi- 
ty of our ſugar iſlands is abſolutely and en- 
tirely an augmentation of the national wealth. 


Envy * may not be willing to allow this, 
and 
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0 aa ignorance may not comprehend i it; but 


Great Britam alone, chat our Weſt-India 5 
ters conſider: themſelves as belonging. It is 


are fixed. Even ſuch of them as have refided 
in the Weſt⸗ Indies from their birth, look on the 
| iſlands as a temporary abode only, and the fond 
notion of being ſoon able 10 go bome (as they 
emphatically term a viſit to England) year after 
year, animates their induſtry ank alleviates their 


misfortunes; of which by the bye, no people 
on earth have received a greater ſhare from the 
hand of omnipotence than themſelves. On 


what principle then of reaſon or juſtice, are we 


called upon to deprive theſe colonies, thus at- 
tached to.us by every tie of intereſt and affec- 
tion, of any one advantage in the diſpoſal of 


their produce, which is not immediately pre- 


judicial to ourſelves? Are we hy miſtaken pro- 
| hibitions to compel their old cuſtomers, the 
Americans, to deal with foreigners, whether 
they incline ſo to do or not? Very different 
was the policy of our former ſyſtem; for wWhy 
was a duty of five ſhillings per cent. levied on 
ſugars of foreign growth, imported into North 
America, while that of our own iſlands was ad- 


© mitted duty free ? evidently that the tax on 


foreign ſugars might operate as a bounty on 
dur own. This ſyſtem, it is true, has ceaſed 


with 


ſeich is the fact. It is to Great Britain, * to 


lere that their children are educated ; their wealth 
centers bere, and-it is here that their affeQions 
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with che allegiance-of Ameriea: mevorthblth, 
10 vefcls. df the United States are freely 
admitted into our Weſt-India: ports, it is pro- 
bable, in the aſſortment of their homeward 
freight, that ſugar, will ſtill conſtitute ſome part 
ol cheir cargoes. I believe in truth a ſmall pare. 
But whatever may be its amount, the value of 
it: if ſugar itſeif is prohibited; muſt be paid in 
ready money, Whicho will afterwards probably 
find its way to thoſe plantation Where a wiſer 
policy prevails“ . Ir: follows, "therefore; ade 
the ſact undoubtedly: is, that as we reftrain'vur 
| aun ſugar iſlandls, we ſupport and encourage; 
in the ſame Hong thoſe of e dur F rivals wi 
enqmies ol French. 0 ene 71 = 46 7, 
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1 am not oy NES Af: Ald narrow „ Elf 
argument, that the Britifh revenue will be in- 
jvred by the export of our ſugar to North 
America: but judging of the future by the 

paſt, I maintain, that the plenty of ſugar at the 
 Englith market, as it has always kept, ſo it al- 
ways will keep pate with the reduced price of 
neceſfarics in our ſugar plantations, and the eaſe 
with: which labour there, is upheld and pro- 
mored. Te. is not the ſale of an inconſiderable 
portion of their great pr” to * n Ame | 


5 See the 8 Addreſs in hs n from the in. 
5 tants of Jamaica to nn deer ente, 511101 
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ticans, that ultimately leſſens its general export 
to Great Britain. On the conttary, by 4 26s 
duction in the planters annual expence, an ad- 
vantage which he owes to an immediate, and 
therefore beneſicial exchange of commodities; 
(fugar among che reſt) with det a deſire 
of improving and extending his poſſeſſions; 
urges him to new undertakings ;—his nid 
isawakened;---his faculties expand, and culti- 
vation increaſes with a rapidity unknown to 


and leſs vigorous ſoil of Europe. Thus it is 
that the iſlands will gratefully repay the gene- 


rous indulgence of their parent. By permit- 
ting a direct exportation of ſugar to America 


me will ſoon find a proportionate enereaſe of 


the fame ſtaple, at her own emporium; While 


the conſumption of her manufactures will en- 
large with the augmentatipn of her navigation 
and revenues. The improvements that were 


viſible in the iſland of Jamaica, within the 


ſhort ſpace of fifteen years, previous to the late 

unfortunate war, eftabliſh che truth of this rea- 
ſoning beyond all contradiction. They may be 
judged of from this, that in 1757 the impott 
col ſugar into the port of London, from that 

ifland, was 24,494 hogſheads; in 2772, it bad 
riſen to 45,889 hoglheads !- Let us how no 
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dhe cautious inhabitant of the colder clime, 
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he” told, that an rr of that 


L 32 ] 
. to North Arneriesi is s prejudicial t to 
| the 1 revenues rot —_— in!, 1. 


e e 8 objeftions 


chat have yet been urged againſt the eftabliſh. 
ment of a liberal intercourſe with the Ameri- 


cans; namely, the ſuppoſed danger of their 


engroſſing the navigation and carrying-trade of 


thiskingdom; on which, however, it is ſufficient 
to obſerve, with reſpect to our ſugar colonies, 
that the argument whereon this objection is 


founded, (if I rightly comprehend its meaning) 


takes for granted what yet remains to be proved; 
ſince it implies, that the admiſſion of American 


veſſels into our Weſt India ports allows them 
alſo a free trade from thence. to Great Britain. But 


aſſuredly this does not neceſſarily follow. 
Whether it may. be prudent in Great Britain to 
conſent to ſo liberal an extenſion of her naviga- 
tion laws, is @ queſtion of general policy, 
whereon it would be preſumptuous in the 
Weſt India planters to offer their opinion. Im- 
preſſed with the dread of impending evils, they 
confine themſelves to their own particular ſitu- 
ation, requeſting only that America may be 


permitted, as formerly, to bring them food, 
and ſuch other neceſſaries as Great Britain her- 
ſelf cannot furniſh, and to receive in payment 


ſuch of their ſtaples as Great Britain cannot 
conſume. They are told that Canada and 


Nova 


483 

Nova Scotia ſhall fatisfy their wants.“ We 
have demonſtrated the folly of this expectation. 
«« But Great Britain claims the monopoly of 
their produce.“ It has been ſhewn that ſhe 
will mill poſſeſs it to every beneficial purpoſe. 
Obſtacles, however, multiply. 4 The Ameri- 


cans will engroſs the carrying-trade, to the ex- 


clufion of our own ſhipping.” — This objection 
in truth, is expreſſed i in ſuch general terms, that 


* really believe, many well- -meaning men, who 


have grown hoarſe in repeating it, have no pre- 
riſe idea of its meaning to this hour. If the 
ſenſe of it be this, that MF i Prips - will 1 ſupply 
foreign markets with Britiſh plantation | ſugar, to the 
Prejudice of the Britiſh refinery ;. the noble author 


of whom I have made frequent mention, and N 


who has clearly given it this interpretation, has 
himſelf furniſhed an anſwer ; for he repeatedly 
affirms, that the French illands can ſupply, not 


only the American conſumption, hut that of all 7 
Europe beſides,on farcheaper terms thanour own. 
Does the noble Lord ſuppoſe, that the Americans | 


Will buy dearer with a view to {el}. cheaper, than 
the French ? -Their paſt conduct has afforded 
no proofs of ſuch egregious folly, ,. 1 mult ob- 
ſerve too, that our iſlands, have Already. per- 


miſſion (by 12 Geo. II.) to ſend, fugars to the 


_ ſouthward of Cape Finiſtere; yet during a reſi- 
dence of 15 8 in the Welt Indies, L never 
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6552 but ol two veſſels that tried . experi- 


8 ment, and the Owners had no encouragement 
to repeat it. If the objection ſigniſies, what I 
believe it was meant to ſignify by ſome who 
urged it in the Houſe of Commons in the de- 
bate on Mr. Pitt's proviſional bill; namely, 
; Tat American ſhips having di iſcharged their 
6 cargoes in our Weſt India iſlands, will enter into a 
 competit tion with Britiſh veſſels loading there, for 
freights to Great Britain; it is, I confeſs, a mat- 
ter deſerving conſideration; but Great Britain 
furely may adminiſter a [preventive leſs dange- 
rous in its effects than the project of ſtarving 
her ſugar colonies, by interdicting all inter- 
courſe whatever between them and the United 
States. The diſeaſe, i in this Kale. is, nden. by 
far the leſſer evil. e 5 


vx hope. that no ans to ya Sheff ela 
will be thought neceſſary for the freedom | 
have taken with his opinions. I mean no per- 
fonal offence; for I have heard and believe, 
that he is a man of great liberality and hu- 
manity; but drawing his concluſions, as he 
confeſſes to have done, chiefly from oral teſti- 
mony, I am inclined to think, that oreat part 
of the information given to his lordſhip, was 
not given in the ſpirit of truth; but, in that 
of ſelfiſnneſs and malignity. His lordſhip, 
having ſubmitted his Cann to the publick, 


avowedly 


r reer 


1653 J 


avoedly for the purpoſe of influencing public 


"meaſures, they are fairly an object of public in- 


f veſtigation. ig 
One objection Kill remains to be confideje. 
* is that which reſpects Ireland. It ſhall 


quickly be diſpatched ; for it is without even 
a ſhadow of foundation. Ireland has already 


received, as matter of right, all the freedom of 


trade which ſhe claimed, or can reaſonably de- 
fire, and the nobly earned it —Happy, if ſhe 


knows her own happineſs ! Among other pri- 


vileges ſhe poſſeſſes that of a direct intercourſe 
with our Weſt India iſlands. It is true, ſhe 
has charged the conſumption of Weſt India 
produce with duties proportionate to thoſe 
which are laid by Great Britain; and ſhe has 
adopted our navigation act, in prohibiting the 


Introduction thereof from foreign plantations 
in foreign bottoms. This ſhe did at the rea- 
ſonable requeſt of this kingdom; for it was ob- 


vious, that a ſyſtem of ſmuggling ſugar and 


rum from thence hither, would otherwiſe have 


been introduced that muſt have proved fatal to 
our revenues: but the duties which Ireland has 
thus eſtabliſhed, ſhe retains in her own hands. 


Great Britain receives no part of them; and if 
by means of the, the people of Ireland are re- 


Jieved of other taxes, how are they injured, and 7 
what have they to > complain of ? When there 
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| 958 they a are told, That they ought to have 
Weſt India produce on as good terms as the 
Americans, now a foreign nation,” the fact it- 

ſelf is not fairly ſtated. It is neceſſary to ob- 

ſerve too, that England is no longer at the 
expence of maintaining a fleet for the pro- 


teclion of the commerce of America. Does Ire- 


land expect that Great Britain is to ſupport the 
whole burthen of naval defence for both king- 
doms, beſides the load of debt contracted for 
both; and will the people of Ireland contri- 


bute in no reſpect to her relief? Men who 


have acted ſo bravely as the Iriſh, will not 
argue ſo Uigenerguny; F 


Rut chan it will be urged that America 


will interfere with Ireland in her proviſion- 


trade; and, without doubt, could Ireland fur- 


niſh the Weſt India market altogether, on the 
fame terms ſhe has hitherto ſupplied it in 


part, it were not unreaſonable in the Iriſh to 


expect the preference of our cuſtom, I will 


admit too the poſſibility of her doing this with 


regard to many articles; for the quantity of 


beef and pork annually ſupplied by America 
never exceeded 12 or 13,000 barrels, Let 
America therefore be prohibited from ſending 
to the Weſt Indies every ſpecies of ſalted pro- 


viſions except only fiſh. The planters will 


not quarrel} about trifles, neither will the Ame 


ricans have juſt reaſon to complain in not 


being | 


HE ]; 
being permitted to import thoſe commodities 


into our ſugar colonies, which the mother“ 
country and Ireland can ſupply to advantage. 


] contend not for any ſuch indulgence towards 


them; but I contend with regard to that great 
component article of the Iriſh  proviſion-trade 


ſalted fiſh; that, as Ireland can by no means 
| furniſh a ſufficient quantity for the Weſt India 
| conſumption, ſhe ought not to expect the 


NPE of applying it. 
3 Sos briefly, LY 1 truſt Fatjsfaorily, 


obviated the principal objections and arguments 


that have been eloquently urged, both in par- 
liament and from the preſs, againſt the revival 


> of a commercial intercourſe between our Weſt 
India iſlands and the United States of Ame- 


rica, on terms of equal freedom and advantage. 


It has coſt me but little trouble, for none of 
them were of deep and difficult oonſideration, 
and the ſubject did not require me to enter 
more fully and at large into that great ſyſtem 
of general policy, which it will ſpeedily demand 
the cloſeſt inveſtigation on the part of Great 
Britain (aided by temperate councils, uncon- 
taminated by party, and unbiaſſed by reſent- 
ment) to arrange and eſtabliſh on a ſolid and 
proſperous footing. Of that general ſyſtem, how- 


ever, the commerce of which I treat conſtitutes 
A very eſſential part, and by conſidering it ſe- 
parately 
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parately ud! aiftinaty;/ 1 flatter myſelf that 1 
have enabled the reader to form a clearer no- 
tion of its nature, and à more accurate eſtimate 
of its valve, than othetwiſe he might have 
done. With a few miſcellaneous obſervations, 


therefore, that occur to me, T ſhall diſmiss the 
n 128 


It hog: beet death t the navigation 
e Canada is obſtructed ſix months in the 
year by the ice. It ſhould alſo have been obſerved, 
that the hurricane months in the Weſt Indies 
| occupy great part of the time in which the 
river St. Lawrence is open. How cafual, how 
uncertain, therefore, muſt be any ſupply from 
"thence for the uſe of the planters in the Weſt 
Indies, even if Canada had people ſufficient to 
cut her lumber, and the means of preparing 
her wheat into flour fit for the Weſt India mar- 
ket, neither of which advantages ſhe poſſeſſes 
at preſent. I doubt alſo, whether Canada (as 
now bounded) furniſhes that ſpecies of wood 
called white ook ; the only material proper for 
containing rum. It is certain that Nova- | 
Scotia does not. This is a very ftriking eir- 
cumftance ; for next to the neceſſaries of life, 
wood, of which rum puncheons are made, is the 
moſt important of ſupplies to the Weſt Indies, 
as I have already demonſtrated, and the want 
of it affords an additional reaſon for placing 
very 
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The Papers, which. 1 all ſubjoin i in an i 
pendix, have anticipated in part an obſervatien 
wherein our. humanity, as well as policy, is mote. 
intereſted than in any other, It ariſes from che 


dreadful conflagtation which a few Fears age 
reduced the large and opulent emporium of 


Jamaica to aſhes, and the ſlill more dreadful 


hurricanes, 1g, which the angel of deſolation 
viſited in his wrath great part of that extenſive 
country, and. the whole of ſome of the iſlands 
to wind ward. Ever ſince thoſe calamities, the 


ſuffering inhabitants have teſided in miſerable 
hovels, by no means a ſufficient deſenes againſt 


the autumnal ſeaſons, in confident expectation 
that the return af peace would enable chem to 


procure materials for repairing their Sciling: 5 
houſes, and the re-eſtabliſhment of their mills 


and manufactories; ; and accordingly America, 


in the very firſt moment of reconciliation, 


haſtened to their relief. Ho grievous them is 
their diſappointment ! yet this is but a very 


ſmall part of the evil. It has been ſhewn ifi 
the ſtate of the imports: from North America, 


5 dude article of falced fiſh: n od; eee 


N LR ba end has emed 0 mohe dag, hot. 
: heads, but will not anſwer for i ban; . nor any weed, chat 
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and ſhad) to l incredible amount of 1 babes 
quintals, and 30,000 barrels, conſtituted” part 


of their annual conſumption. It grieves me to 
fay, that this, and herrings from Ireland, made 
the only animal food of the poor negroes. Dy - 


the late proclamation, the future import of 
ſalted fiſn from the United States is not per- 
mitted ven in Britiſh veſſels. As it is impoſſible 


that Ireland alone, or conjointly with the fiſheries 
of St John's and Nova Scotia, in their preſent 


ſtate, can ſopply the deficiency, infatuation 


muſt have erept into our councils. Is it not 
enough that ruin will overtake the unoffending 
5 planter ;—muſt the moſt wretched of all the 


children of affliction, his per Haves, alſo 


| _ victims to our reiter 


1 e Was 1 by Mr Walker in "OY 0. 
mirable chain of evidence delivered by him, in 


1775, to an unattending and unfeeling Houſe 


of Commons, that it is in trade, as in the hu- 
* man body, nothing ſuffers ſingly by itſelf; 

« there is a conſent of parts in the ſyſtem of 
te both, and the partial evil ſoon grows into uni- 
« verſal miſchief.” At preſent I ſhall confine the 


application of this remark to the African trade. 
Deprived of the means of procuring ſuſtehance 


for the ſlaves they already poſſeſs, it can hardly 
be ſuppoſed that the planters will think of pur- 


2 others. In lamenting this circumſtance, 


2&5 i I 
* 


| empire. Well, therefore, may the pla 


14 } 


1 ſpeak now, merely as a merchant or ſtock · 


= e's meditat tin ing on the . and . 


Fre 


; of confiderable eee A3 a man, and 
a Chriſtian, I hope 1 ſhall. live to ſee. the 


day (though a ſugar planter myſelf) when this 
abominable traffic will be, prohibited. I think 
I can clearly prove, that eyen the welfare of 
the planter concurs with the honour of govern- 


ment, and the intereſts of humanity, in wiſhing 


its total abolition... But, be this as it may, 
the ſyſtem: -of Great Britaid towards her few re- 


Weine e is A . e in 


II 


ene. who, have. not packs given her wel 
provocation, but whoſe welfare. ſhe knows and 


acknowledges to be the ſupport. of. her own 


complain, that 40 they are ſuffering without 
Mann.! and N all the effects of reſents 


LY 4 HAT SS 3 


seh may be tidiahe 4 the palt or pres 
ſent conduct of America towards this country, 
br peaceful and loyal inhabitants of the Welt 


* Perition from this affewbly of Barbadoes to the „Ene 


F Fil 


lands ate Fofd of offerice. : t it hen 


cCbnfiſtent wir policy, feliglon or Wale 
to deſtroy t the innocent, becauſe their deſtruc- 
tion may operate eventually 28 4 punithrient! td 


rat 


Indiz 


the gullty; and ate 500 00 perfons to be 
J* of $o Million to be 


Ratved, and: 4 propert 
Fer { ered unprofitable and precarivus, that Ame- 
riea may loſe the advatitage bf ſelling them 


food and neceffaries ? Policy, l and 


Formed FepHOVREE the ide? akg s 
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man who is injured 5 but he that gives the in 
Jury, chat ſeldom forgives:* This, However, is 
te _peciBiar” characteriftic of baſe and gf Fülle 


minds; for fuch only are guilty of peel 
E prerheditared miſchief. Miſtake, indeed; is 
the lot VFour nature, and the wiſeſt and greatelt 

8f mem are not exempted from it; but convic- 


tion on ſuch minds produces not malignity or 


tevenge, but "acknowledgment and repatati6h. 
When unfetracted error hardens into © obſti- 


racy, 2 ahd dtffappointed ambition is degraded 


into malice—theſe are ſigns of a fatal: degehe- 
racy. of a conduct not merely erroneous, but 
proceeding f from principles depraved and cor- 
rupt. It is with communities as. with indi- 


viduals.” We were once a people renowned 


for generoſity and magnanimity.—To the pre- 


ſeryation of that eder, exemption from 


error 
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error never was ſuppoſed. immutably neceſſary. 
Our public conduct has indeed been dreadfully 
fallible, and we have much to anf fer for and 
much to repair: but if public virtue be not 
wholly gone from us, if we wiſh to be ſtill ve- 
nerable among the nations of the earth, let us, 
above all things, diſcard, in the fulneſs of diſ- 
dain, that low vindictive principle of womanly 
reſentment, which-incites to ſecret malignity 
and revenge, when open and avowed hoſtihty 
has failed of its purpoſe. Surely we are at this 
time ſufficiently humbled, both in our own 
eyes and thoſe of the world, to learn a leſſon 
from the ſchool of affliction. If misfortunes 
like ours will not teach us wiſdom, we are in- 
_ deed a devoted people, and IE. has fixed her 
feal * our ruin! 
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: wr ror townne AvTHENTIC PAPERS CONTAIN THE 
. "OPINION S'' or CRAVE AND RESPECTABLE. BODIES: 

On, Mx, AS % or A CHIEF GOVERNOR, OF HIGH 

© CHARACTER IN ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT or 


' OUR COLONIES, ON THE PRESENT SUBJECT, AND 
Saxxor FAIL TO HAVE THAT WEIGHT, WHICH | 
1 MAT Nor BE aLLowep 0 ANY OPINIONS on > 


"SERTIONS or MY OWN. 


1 * p —— # -Þ 
Wa 7 4 $441 £3.41 D | | ) 
— " * 1 4 5 W 3 : : 
- %'$ * 


11 2 | 


At a Committee of the Meſt India Planters and 
© Merchants, held the 11th; of April, 1783, in 
- purſuance of the .unanimous reſolution. and ap- 
dg Wy 4 a «ork OE * 99 called 


RESOLVED 1 YR the following 


: REPRESENTATION be made to his 
Malxsrr's MinisTess, viz. NT 


enormous expences for their defence during the 
late war, and for e even the inſufficient. 


=. 


FT HAT: the:proprietors of eſtates in the 
ſugar colonies have been put to ſuch. 


dauhled in the rourſe ob the laff war 4; and, 


[ 46 1 


ſupplies they have been able to obtain of lum- 
der and other American 5 and have been 


nat” de TI tots 3 is be- 


come truly diſtreſsfulꝭ and jaudly palls ſor atten- 
tion to every poſſible means of ſupportingꝭthem, 


and, with them the manufactures, commerce, 
E N nd revenue hey the- mother D- 


d. Nen TON $373 429 tt 2273 35 


J77J%VTSTTTTfSꝙc)n!;; HHPT. HO; 241 KO495 29s. 


"Tris with the Wut ey they vie 


any repreſentation concerning the very heavy 


and oppreſſive duties impeſed on the ſtaple 
articles of their produee by Parliament, being 


truly ſenſible of the urgency of the public ne- 


ceſſities, and ſinberely ready to make every ener- 
nn fon ſupporring rhein ware of them; but if 
fark Unies ate npoſed as muſt greatity leſſen 


dhe oH tion achilſt they proportionakly 


increaſe the temptation to ſmuggling, the proſ- 


pect of revenue will be defeated, and the ſugar 


. colonies rumed: ia vain Zoch st is - greatly 


fected will be the operation of the iHerbafed 


duties upon ſugar and rum. Thoſe om rum 
have operated in a great meaſure as a prohi- 
bition to tlie importation q ftom the ants. of 


Mands: I hoſe on ſugar habe been/:neafly 


2 chat rhe e part df: 25 ſugar 
* 


tt 7 1 1 

Weft Before eonſvmptiop, che di duties chere 
on are duties üpon 4 raw rater er nnn. 
kult, Talking valtly: heavier] upon on the: fubſtatits 
- Eohluthied, becaufe of the greac'vatte in rb 
ing. Tlie ad) ate of. money Tequited i Paß 
BY Th er cee doch tant teh dee, 
vates its weight, upon the. planter; and upon 8 
the whe ole, it 18. app rehended char! ne Aller; ob- 
je of taxation has, under che Prellare of the 


TT WF. 


ſame” public neceſſities, been dealt vith 10 


hardly; - whiltt few, if : any 'of dein from om their 


connection With the mot efential Ta 41 : 
this commercial country, And {o' Well en! 
titled i to a favourable attentlen. K keliet froh 
theſe duties may therefore" become indiſpeft- 
fably neceffary; and ſuch tecelnty can in the 
opinion of the comtmittee be in nd Way HE > 
_ venred, but by che utmoſt” afhiſtance Heine 

given to the fupply of the fugar c616pies With 
the articles they ſtand in need of; and to che 
encouragement of the cultivxtioſt of other ati 
_ cles of their growth; together”, with the moſt 
vigorous exertion of everymeans whereby ſiniug- 
gling may be prevented, and foreign produce 
kept from being introduced to conſumption in 
; theſe kingdoms inſtead of our Wl hd 
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: The FOCI TUe of the Uniteck Stabes ol Aube 
58 and his Majeſty's ſugar colonies, Having 
deen fetrled in the expreſs \ view of ſupplying 
each 


? [ 48 7] 

each others wants, it cannot be expected that 
the ſugar colonies can ſubſiſt, in any degree of 
proſperity, without thoſe ſupplies of lumber and 
Proviſions | from America at the cheapeſt rate, 
in contemplation of which they were ſo ſettled, 
or without the conſumption i in North America 
of their produce in return ; and, although the 
excluſive right. to that conſumption is no more, 
yet, under a juſt and reaſonable attention to 
mutual intereſts, the committee entertain no 
doubt but ſuch A, . ſhare of the American trade 
may be preſeryed-. to the ſugar colonies as will 

greatly tend to their ſupport, and, upon every 
principle of true policy, and proper regard to 
the views and purpoſes of rival nations, be 
highly deſerving of the utmoſt countenance 
and aſſiſtance, from the mother-country. - To 
this intercourſe. the committee. apprehend, the 
permiſſion. of American ſhips, as heretofore, 
freely to bring the produce of the dominions of 
the United. Sates to. the ſugar colonies, and take 
back our produce in return, is ſo obviouſly 
eſſential, that they need not adduce any farther 


arguments in ſupport of that bree ov 


In ſeveral of his Majeſty's 8 ſugar” colonies 
there are ſtill great tracts of uncultivated land. 
of which, although a conſiderable part, would 
- undoubtedly, under adequate encouragement, 
be ſettled with ſugar works, t there will re- 
main 


ir a9 1 
E tian conſitlerable' "qpantities hich, from i 


ad EI OT 


nd tobacco, if proper encouragement. were 
given thereto ; and ſuch cultivation would at 


the fame time afford the means of ſubſiſtence to 
great nuttibers of loyal Americans and others, 


"Whoſe property is not ſufficient for the ſettle- 
ment of a fugar Plantation, and would greatly 
encreaſe the Hicke ſtrength of the ſugar colo- 
. nies. For theſe ſalutary purpoſes:it.is ſubmit- 


ted whether the bounty of ad. Per pound, whigh 


only expired laſt year, ſhould notbe revived, upon 


the 1 importation of Indigo, of pip ee of ls his 


Majeſty $ ſugar colonies, and the duties on cgt- 
fee and cocoa be in a great meaſure taken off. 
Thoſe on 5 in. Pry 9 operate. ay 


1 


num to the revenues Sie rr Yay of ere = 


very great, quantities of coffee gre conſumed. * 


theſe 9 5 ta the ęngouragemegt of the 
general raftice of ſmuggling, add the ſupport 
of the Fr 


ſumption of their produce, By an experiment 
upon this. article, therefore,” the revenue can 
hazard little, and the committee moſt.carneſtly _ 
recommend it, in the firm perſuaſion that if the 
|: 5 were wholly taken off, and that, upon 
5 H | - pay- 


* 


rench We eſt India iſlands by the con- 


. 30 

| payment of a models 4 of cuſtoms. upan 
landing, to be drawn. back on exportation, cof- 
fee were . permitted to be conſumed free from 
all farther reſtraint, a very. ſmall duty thereon 
would not only produce more revenue than is 
produced, at preſent from the. commodity. it- 
ſelf, but would materially aid the conſumption 
'of ſugar, and the revenue ariſing therefrom. 
A fimilar regulation of the duty on cocoa 
would, it is hoped, proguee the like effects. 


"Aide the defects of the preſent ſtem vs 
1068 againſt ſmuggling, it is ſubmitted whe- 
'ther ſome of the moſt ſtriking and conſiderable 
are not the permitting veſſels ſeized to return 
to their former employment; the want of pu- 
niſttment ſuited to the enormity of the crime, 

to be inflicted on ſuch revenue officers as are 
either corruptly concerned in ſmuggling or in 
colluſive ſeizures, or wilfully and knowingly 
connive at them; and the permitting commo- 
dities ſcized to be fold for home conſumption 

free of duty. Under this practice every attempt 
made to ſmuggle, muſt of neceſſity produce 
all the evil to the ſtate, which its ſueceſs could 
produce; ; and the only queſtion is, whether the 
ſmuggler or the cultom-houle officer ſhall reap 
the benefit; for by the one or the other of 
them the commodity is with certainty brought. 
1 nd date: tag free of 5 whilt the ſale 
e 8 thereof | 
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theo upon the ſea · cooaſt at the ſame time, 
"affords the means of recovering, by permits, 


che fraudulent .conveyance of vaſtly greater 


quantities of ſmuggled goods than could be fo 
covered if thoſe ſales did not afford the pre- 
rence, It is therefore conceived, that the abo- 
Ition of this practice, and the ſale of all ſeizures 


for exportation only, under the uſual ſecurities, 4 
is become eſſential to the ſupport of our own 


colonies, under the load of duties with which 


the conſumption of their e in i. theſe king- 


doms is burthened. i 3 oo Es 


KExvery delay arifing from the TORE of the 


cuſtorn-houſe, and the limitations of the ſpace 


in which buſineſs is required to be done, in- 


creaſes the, opportunities, not only of defraud- 


ing the revenue by ſmuggling, but robbing the 
importer by pilfering the commodity on which 
the duty is payable. In chis view, as well as 
in many others, it would be highly ſalutary 


to aboliſh holidays at the cuſtom-houſe to the 
degree that they ſtand aboliſhed at the treaſury, 
neal; navy-office, and other great efficient 
boards of buſineſs; to conſolidate the ſeveral 
perplexed and intricate branches of duties and 


drawbacks into one duty and one drawback on 
each commodity; and to extend the public 


quays of London, and no longer require the 
commerce of the metropolis to be carried on 
8 H 2 | in 
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in leſs ſpace than is allowed at the Principal 
out- ports, afick in ſo erowded? 2 way, as wholly 
precludes am effectual care of the commodities 
imported, ind encourages villany of all feno- 


'minations among the labodring people employ- 


ed about them. And on all theſe topics the 


Committee beg leave to obſerve, that the in- 


tereſts of government, and of the planter and 
fair trader, fully coincide, and no regulation can 
| "Ire the e one wichout protecking the other.. 4 


The Cemmikige farther beg leave to repreſent, 
that the tares allowed at the cuſtom- houſe on 
ſugars imported, require reviſion, being leſs than 
the real weight of tlie packages. i 
Use all the circumſtances pereln before ſet 
forth, the Weſt India planters and merchants 
deem it their indiſpenſable duty to make this 
| repreſentation. to his Majeſty's miniſters, and in 
the moſt earneſt manner to entreat, that their 
true ſituation may be ſubmitted to his Majeſty, 
and that on due conſideration thereof, fuch 
meaſures may be ſuggeſted, and purſued, as ſhall 


appear beft calculared rv promote purpoſes lo 


_Uſenrial't to the | ant welfare. 
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or THE COUNTY or MIDDLESEX. 5 


- 1 5 
- * 'S 
1 | * 
. 7 1 — - 
j 4 nr. T5 2 * "TH — — — - 
. EY 1 : 4 5 : k _ _— 6 1 —_ — — þ 
w — * 4 —_ 2 2 8 2 : wks 8 * 
N - : n n ae Et — — 5 — — p kN 
” Is ne er I, —— 8 er 1 19 RS. j 2 8 
£ & + — == - : \ cd : H - 5 7 
LES — — 222 == x <4 p 7 | 
J > 
U 


Sq is 
* 3 5 3 


2 8 


. 
ä —— 


7 FE his Majelty s dutiful and etal ſubj hs. 
the Grand Inqueſt of the Toon of _ 
Middleſex, beg leave to addreſs your tbr 1 5 1 
lency, with ſentiments expreſſive of the ſincereſt 1 
ſatisfaction, on the proſpect of ſecurity and ex- 
tenſive commerce, thoſe natural conſequences. 
of the ineſtimable bleſſing of peace. 


We have every wall. grounded hope, that 4 
peace, which is profeſſed to be eſtabliſhed upon 
the liberal principles of equity and reciprocity, 
will be e and univerſally beneficial. A 


We are induced, from the higheſt authority, 
to expect that a mutual and ſatisfactory inter- 
courſe, between the empire of Great Britain and 
555 United States of America, will be eſtabliſh- 


4 


6 


L 
ed on the baths baſis; and we cannot but 


atter ourſelfes that we thatl be ſpeedily re- 
 Heved from thoſe diſtreſſes, to which our local 


ſituation has more peculiarly expoſed us, in ad- 


_ dition to the burthen and expences of repeated 


Martial laws, and encreaſing taxes, during the | 


courſe of the late war. It is within your Ex- 
1 celleney 85 recolleQion that. the town of King- 


flon has been in a great meaſure deſtroyed by 


2 tremendous conflagration; that the whole 
colony was injured, and the Leeward pariſhes 
nearly deſolated, by two moſt fatal hurricanes— 


From the ſcarcity of lumber and other neceſ- 
faries, many valuable warehouſes and ſtores of 


te moſt re ſpectable merchants; the works 


ani other buildings of the uſeful and induſtri- 
ous fugar planters, have remained to. this hour 
in a ſtate of ruin, or (for the mere purpoſe of 
preſent exigency) have undergone a partial and 


temporary repair. With the moſt heartfelt ſa- 


tisfaction, we have ſeen the earlieſt diſpoſition, 
on the parts of the Americans, to. ſupply us 
with thoſe articles which we moſt required, on 
which the exiſtence of our ſugar, works much 


depend, ard which no quarter of the globe can 


afford with equal diſpatchi, certainty, and abun- 
dance. We cannot but hope, fir, that a branch 
of commerce ſo beneficial to the ſubjects of the 
he Britiſh empire, will not be impeded, or in any 
: reſpeft obſtruAed, in its commencement. in this 


country, 


8 


. os td 


ü 5s 7 | 
country, where it ought. to be. more..ef; ſpecially | 


_ encouraged. We. cannot, ſur, repreſs, our ug- 


ealineſs, at being informed that this interogurſe 


is threatened with a check, in its very infancy, 
from dificulties ariſing in clearing out American 


veſſels. We implore your Excellency's inter- 
ference to remove any delays or impediment 
that may have ariſen ; and that you will be 


pleaſed to direct, chat erety eneburagement ä 


and diſpatch may be afforded to the citizens 
and veſſels of the United States of America: 
we ſhall otherwiſe ſee; witha regret bordeñng 
upon deſpair, the trade of that continent ditect- 
ed into the channel of our natural enemies, and 

the enlivening gleam of returning conciliation. 


and federal union obſcured perhaps for ever! 

Thus, ſir, we ſubmit to you, that every prin- 

 ciple of policy and humanity operate in ſupport 
of this application; and we entertain but littte 


doubt that the intercourſe bill now enn 
in the Britiſh- parliament, will. warrant your | 


Excelleney in granting our petition in its ut- 


moſt extent. We cannot conclude wichout 
aſſuring your Excelleney, that we apply with 
the more confidence upon chis occaſion. to a 
governor, Who, (it is but juſtice to acknow- 
ledge) has ever, in the caurſe-of his adminiſ- 
tration, through a long period of accuniulated 


difficulties and diſtreſſes, created: a general reſ- 


pect from a generous diſintereſted line of con- 
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peace: am rtent intereſfing ce Humanity; ard 


ment to American veſſels entering the ports of 


1 


Aud: N e 


of a Petter dilpoftion to prdrilore” Every”) me 
ſute chat might” moſt effedually "enſure 


ele and indteſt of the. Sold he j 8 
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Convineed that a mutual and happy- inter- 


= between the Britiſh: empire and the 
United States of America wuld ſobon be deſta- 


bliſhed on che moſt uheral principles and be 
productive of beneſicialnbonſequences to the 


merchants and planters uf Jamaica, Ihad Anti- 
cipated your wiſhes a eardy de kh 26H of 


April, by directing the officers ofihis Majeſty's 
cuſtoms at Kingſton, ti give) every entouruge- 


this iſland ; and for the ore effectual ſupport 


of theſe inſtructions, I ſummoned the Council 
to meet on the 3d of this * perſuaded that 


* f \ 


they 


L 37 1 
they will unite with me, in 8 ſome 
temporary expedient to temove the obſtructions 
that are in the way of our trade with the United 
States of America, until full Authority is re- 
ceived from England." ah 


IR 


- 


My warmeſt acknowledgraents are due to. 
you for the very. favourable opinion you are 
pleaſed to expreſs of my conduct in this go- 
vernment, at a very intereſting period of the 

war; the difficulties of which were; however, 
greatly leſſened by the liberal ſupport 1 
© expend from ide ern * t] he 
A een ien dh! 5155 110 1 
fi O09 2163. [3319 5 
-Hovidg: no-wiſh . em 4650 welfare 0 
| Cabin community, I ſhall ſincerely rejoice ii 
every opportunity. of promoting ot on" 
of it to n b ace 
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Captain General and Governor of this his Ma- 
Jefty's and, Chancell or and. Vi ice e of. the. 
Js & C. 
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| THE \ MEMORIAL or Tut cvsr08, MAGISTRATES, 


ay 5 "INHABITANTS | or THE, TOWN , or 


Kuesrou, Appt 2 18 
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\HAT. knee * eee es of Peart * 


; veral veſſels from the Independent 
States of America have entered this port, with 


cargoes peculiarly adapted to give relief againſt 


the accumulated: diſtreſs and inconveniences,” 
in irhich war, ſtorms, floods, fire, and other 
public calamities, have involved not only the 
inhabitants of this town, but the iſland at 


large. N 


That n veſſel ; have been 


ſuffered by the officers of the cuſtoms to enter 
and diſcharge their cargoes, yet their not hav- 
ing received from his Majeſty's. miniſters in- 


ſtructions on the buſineſs of clearing them out 


with ſuch produce as they wiſh to take in re · 
tum, FO are detained. | 


That 


' Is „„ 
It one "veſſel is now actually Kated with 
= ae e of this iſland,” which, if not per- 
itte to clear out, muſt be relanded, and 
- money given in its place: Vour Merhorialifts 
aver, that a longer delay will operate unfavour- 
ably.. in the re-eſtabliſhing an intercourſe be- 
'rween this idand. and America; and your Me- 
morialiſts are firmly of « opinion, that the prof. 
perity f this iſland much depends on a free 
1 and Open trade with that country. 


Þ . 


Tour Memorialits therefore 580 5 pray 
your Excellency to give ſuch "Om" in hs P 
miſes as POR: cafe Gu e N : 
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HIS EXCELLENCY's ANSWER. | 
Gentlemen, 


. HAVE great pleatre in receiving your 
addreſs 


T he happy nnn that ind reſult to 
the Britiſh Empire at large, and to this iſland 
in particular, from the encouragement of trade 
vith the United States of North America, upon 
the moſt liberal and extenſive footing, were ſo 
evident, that I had, as early as the 10th of April, 

e directed 


x 60 1 

directed the officers of his Majeſty” 8 Cuſtoms ; in 
: Kingſton, not to chrom any unneceſſary obſtruc- 

tion in the way of ſuch commerce, but on the 
contrary, to ran it every e Ae 
ment. e 


To give more effect to thoſe inſtructions, 
and that our intercourſe with the American 
States ſhould not meet with any unneceſſary 
check in its infancy, I ſummoned his Majeſty's 
Council to meet this day, in full perſuaſion 
that thoſe gentlemen will chearfully co-aperate . 

yithme in adopting proper meaſures to remove, | 
as far as may be, the difficulties which may oc- 
cur in the way of this trade, until we receive 
from England ſuch regulations. as may be _ 
bliſhed by the Britiſh Parliament, 
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RIGHT HON. LORD SHEBFIELD. 
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NIN CE th fiſt; appearance nat 8 nige . 
tra}, Lord: Sheffield has favoured the 


1 oublick with a new and augmented edition of 


his Obſervatiens on the Commerce of the Ame - 
ridan States; in the preface to which his Lord: 
ſhip has condeſpended to mention my name 
in terms af politeneſs; but, at the ſame time, 
includes me in a general proſeription of the 
ſeveral writers who have preſumed to eontro- 
vert his opinions: for he compendiouſly aſſerts 
that the facts Which we have all ſtated gre not 
proved, and are fallaciuus. To this nimble mode 
of reaſoning I beg leave to oppoſe, for his 
| Lordſhip's conſideration, ſome additional argu- 
ments and proofs, in ſupport of my former, 
If I have not the good fortune to convey con- 
wialen to oh: ee Lord, 1 ſhall ONE: to lus: 


| 1. 1 1 
Ha Yead ih d ele Lag The 
ſubject i is dry and not faſceptible of ornament, 
but its importance will not be diſputed, and 
I will endeavour to be conciſe.” As to my 
anonymous e they are —— able to 


defend theklelyes (1770.7 MOM ine 


” 


I muſt, however, in the firſt place, repeat, that 
the queſtion between Lord Sheffield and my- 
ſelf, is confined merely to the Weſt India trade 
with America: I have hitherto purpoſely avoided 

entering into a larger field. Perhaps on the 
queſtion of general policy, I might agree, in ſome 

reſpects, with his Lordſhip:—but, in regard 
to the free admiſſion of American veſſels into 
cgur Weſt India iſlands, as heretofore, I am 
till clear and decided in my opinion of the 
propriety and abſolute neceſſity of the mea- 
ſure ; and J ſeruple not to aver, that ſome of 
the deareſt and moſt valuable intereſts of this 
kingdom will be ſacrificed to prejudice or party 
clamour, if the ſyſtem of : reſtraint recom- 
mended by Lord Sheffield is ue pg to. * 
| PvE" ſhall follow the aſſertion. 55 
300 0% 8d 1 Sidel 3 
be ond will bt ele n in 
the preceding pages, I have expreſſed an appre - 
henſion, leſt the American States, in conſe- 
quence of their veſſels being denied admiſſion 
into our Weſt India ports with ſupplies as 


Ws for- 


+ OY 


| SC 3 to retaliate by a reci- 
8 procal prohibition towards Britiſh: veſſels trad- 
ing to America. This ſuppoſition, Lord 4 
_ Sheffield is pleaſed to conſider (p. 145) as % too 
ridiculous. to be inſiſted} on. It happens, 
| however, to be; a very ſerious, fact, that the Aſ- 
5 ſembly of Virginia, on the gth of December 
laſt, came to the determination that I had ap- 
prehended; and, among the lateſt adyices from 


— is che following important intelli- 
N e 5 1 1871 1 | £53 + EV. L 12414 4s 4444 * 2 | 125 T. 


| is 515 (BILE. 1 mie} ary N 16 7 

New Y ww! qui bas: The Atte of 
Yew Jerley,t ie 24th oy taking 1 into 5 5 
ation the Prohibition of the "King. of Great 
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Britain of the produce of the United States of 
America from being ſent to the Weſt Indies by 
any other than Britiſh, ſupjects, c. and con- 
ceiying that i it exhibited. a diſpoſition, in Great 
1 Britain to gain advantages injurious to the 
I rights of free commerce, reſolves. as follows; 6 
oC aries HET naar 

9 Reſolved e that the ted 
States in Congreſs aſſembled, ought to be veſt- 
ed with the excluſive power of regulating trade 
and commerce throughout the W Artes of 
America. 126 e a6 Were t n To 


4 Reſolved e — abe 1 1 
Sears in Congreſs aſſembled ought to be en- 


e ee powered, 


13 r 


4 64 5 
pan; a4 Sught when: fd empo were, 0 
protibie Pritiſti effels from Bains the carricrs 
bf the gfoirth of produce of tlie Britiſh Weſt 
India NNands 16 )h6ſe United States, 6r of the 
gfowth: or Product of the United States tõ amy 


of the ſaſcl Britiſtr Well Indta iftänds, £6 16uing 


as the f6ſtrifticn in the ſaid Predltmation ex- 


preſſed (hall be entre lacked nb *, 
Gteat Britain W nnn bang 
Mt T0683 4 0. 988 l 44 eas 11000. . 


8 3 as I my believe, 
that the meaſure of retaliation thus Propoſed, 


will be generally adopted, thiouglibar all the 
 Oaired States, 1 ede the chief queſtions 
for our prefetit conſideratſon ae theſe; ; 25 


7 — bl 
*{} & ; 22801 437 


75 Jens our idands in tlie Welt Indies be ſup: 
; = with" ptoviſious: ard Tumbet eMewkete? 
and, if not, what probable confequienees Will 
tefult from the failure therebf 't6: ut" platiters, 
and alfo to the trade, navigation, a 4 nd revenues 
of f Great Britain! "Th * 
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1 „Vide ous as. WEE letter of 05 * of 
Z "Philadelphia, dated the 3d. of January laſt, reprinted i in 
che Public Advertifer of the elt 6f April. LI this fet- 
ter they term the reſtrictive ſyſtem an attempt. tõ deprive | 
them of the common right of being carriers of their own 
property See likewiſe the Addreſs of the'Affembly of 
New York to Governor Clinton, 31ſt of Januar ß. 
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| h Wegen bees did hape that L had ders 
„„ 3 
field: is nat ſatisfied. 4 calls for, further proof . 


ier 


Tad he ſpall hays; it,, [Aceordingy. I. baye 
obtained. from. the Gultom-l houſe books, ap ex- 
aft, account. of the imports. into. the. Briziſh 
Weſt India iflands Tom. North America. in 
1772“ and have added an average eſtimare of 
their value at that time, founded on my own 
experienee of vp yoirs; pD a merchanttand 
Plafter: F make choice of the year 17 as 
_ the latkſfffom which a fair account of the ufual* 
anna importation can be formed ;—for the 
intercoutſe between America and the iſlands 
being ſtopped in 1774. ir maye be ſoppoſed the 
Aeieff of tha t event in Amietica ſuperin- 
duced*: * forged trade. in ES "6h this | 


7 allertiond are fallacious or not. 1 f is 7 
is follows; | 1 ids 


"uy 1 4.4 Swe 4 
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"s LordiShbtietd nn Ait ate to vlog TW Ss 
— Uim<with official information, wm : 
is at the pats of excilpating theth from the charge. I 
declare ther had fdintention' of imputing Hamests them 
on that*ateddnt. On ſuch queſtions! as the preſent, 1 
eEdnceive, che publick has à right to demand che fulleſt and 
moſt correct information; nor do I' beter that any ad- 
Ker *ptoperty OTE os W de TN 0 
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| An account of LUMBER: PROVISIONS, Kc. 
imported into all the Britiſh Weſt india 
. illands from the colonies i in North America, 


between the iſt day of January and the 3iſt 

of December, 1772, with an average valu- 

ation thereof at the ports of baba calcu-, 
. lated in s currency, 


= r . a . REP . 0 
e ſtaves 10l. per m. — 211,60 
27,138,507 feet of lumber 7. per 8 189,969. wit 

20,936,188 ſhingles, at 458. per m. (on 5 

| An average) — 47,1068 6 
 1,169;086 hoops at gl. per mn. 5-849” fo the 
BEET Buſhels of India Corn, er 

per buſhel _ 5 15 a : 

1 ditto——peaſe and beans 4. 6,54 0 0 
oh 7 | 726,g00'b barrels of flour of 2 "te each I 


4 
4 


| "at 18s. per cwt. ' "227,346" 0 0 : 
bc t tierces of bread of 1 r cwt. at fort: 
FPV 7˙⁴⁰ 0 0 
75585 half tierces of rice 21 ewt. 
eech 153. 14,378 0 0 


37377 tierces of ditto of 5 cwt. ditto 20, 163 15 © 
52575 barrels of pork at zl. 56. 40,868 15 © 
2, 220 horſes at 2099 on an water g - 44-499. 0 © 
+706 oxen, 121. _ - 16:552 0 © 
37693 ſheep, i. ee a 
adn, hogſhds. of8cwr offalted hl Lon - 
"_—_ quintalsof 1 ct. do. 11. p. ct. 1925662 0 0 5 


939. An e Sera I$6+ - 1643 8 
5 155 Tol 1,111,036 o 0 


The 


i 


The above, Ws to ſterling money, a. 


5 tnounts to 793,597 ak 355 nor are any. of thoſe 


important articles, bar: iron; piteh, tar, turpen- 


tine, ag  ſpermaceti candles and ſalt, 


from Tur iſlatd, included. though the quan- 
tity conſumed of theſe articles is immenſe, 
and J am. perſuaded that H, oool. ſterling is a 


low. eſtimate. for. their value. Inſtead, there- 
fore, of having given a fallacious or exaggerated 
account in the preceding pages, I was under the 
mark, to the amount of 100, 000l. ſterling; arid 
it the value of private adventures not tepor 
at the Cuſtom - houſe, and looſe freights taken 
on board after clearance {neither of which ap- 


pear in official documents) be added to the eſ- 


timate, the amount of the whole anbual im- 


Portetiom of ſuppbit ſppm Norttt A wenica in 


dhe Britiſh Weſt Indies, will not, I conceive, 


fall mort of a million ſterling; Add now let 


prejudice evade and ſophiſtry/perplex +: If any 


man of ſenſe and character, acquainted wick 
tte ſoil, population and feſburces of Canada 
- and NoRYN Scotia, will publickly aver that 
thoſe provinces can, for years to come, 
furniſh the Weſt India iſlands with one half the 
ſupplies which have hitherto been furniſned by 
the United States, on any terms ſhort of ruin 
to the purchaſers, and at the ſame time take the 


rum oftheiſlands in paymentg1 will, a as publickly, 


2 acknowledge that my arguments have been 
all Dy unde, in Ry e 
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abrec Gith! Bold *Shelfleta' chat, on aeg fig 


ripe of-honpur, humanity, and tice, the | 
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UN's to che e perlerenry of our , ct tom.” 1 
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ubtorforiate oyalifts of Nova Scotia ER en: 
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| MandatorcallCobelplefslhs repreſented/mb man 
cu fay f chey will ve ſubgest to uber btojrve- 

any ten that of payingaam advanced price ſor 
_ Ainerican ſupplies, at foreign Weſt India ports.“ 
His Izrdſhip, however, forgets that this happy 
atrerngeivt is an Abfblute prohibition c nltiwho 


cannot affurcbtb puychaſconadvancedterms. Even 
the miſerable Gentoqs of Bengal WhO periſhed 
by thbufanlislin the famine of a7 65,might have 


hat rice in abundance but for the fare ui uin · 
auen; of not being able t pay for t... 


inne on lie ibn 9 W En ad 


To mend the Matter; atethe verxotiefthat 
the Mands are tothe ſupject. 00 0 addiianal 


price, at ſpreign porta, for, American ſupplics, 


tltedratz to be wholly deprived. of their; ghigt = 
market for rum; their great and almoſt.onty ne- 
pom ſor the putchaſe of ami applies whatever, at 
93 its, 8b) ithat 
« tlie,:Alancers have little 07.09 profit from 
A ſending rum wo rat dritain Fo 19 551180 ar? - 


am price. Lord Sheffield a 


4 


51 5 7 2019 ace 207 3s bas, ans uig The 
Me Seu man, who bows any 12 of the Well India 
nous chat the rum ofa fugar Plantation, which 
mm amounts to nearly (A third'of the value of the 
ucs, isſuppofe>to be ſulfizientes diſchatge the 


* . 


* e and FROG cg$tingencies of the eftate. _ 
There 
eG 


t f 

e sus besen nended by Loifd Stef: | 
geld, is, "Town, cod much vf apiece Wich that 

Shfch aft tis The Aorrinion of America, t Mert 

with ny" cordial appt6barion.” We all” very 
well tettientiber, that about the time the Stamp 
| Act Was pr propoſed, the tfien Anmiftration took 
untotrifrion n pains to inrerthitt All trade between 
out Eotdnits and chofe of: Spain, from whence 
68ty the Whtiiits cold hope to get money to 
ecble thei ro'pry che tit. Tft wutkn The: 


1 19111 Df 1qqol 10-392 9 241 Dr Dit 604 Rain 
There ure — As 
fſioeitheis diſburſements to ſo narf e and hut 

few, therefore, receive common. inte reſt on their c: itals. 


Deprived altogether of a [a J Tale fi 1  theirrum, and bbliged : to 
putclide” ad fl Udo pricr h ö Ab W. 


gar; (the! conſequence to thoſe who! ire] in debt in u his 
: eas main. Bh. [J,ordy 6 hefiicld: gravely; aſſerty. 
(-an. N bat . A pur Well India illands will be entitled | 
to che mono poly of the rum: trade with ur Femain.. 
_ ing <lonies, A will: Pe benefitted * in Mt trade b 
che Aifmemberwent of che Amertean States? Ale 10 
chuſtan to which/I beg le ro faſtpone igiving my; aſſeut; 
_ unti} tie noble Lord ih cone eſtend 40 tell, hy what 
means the, k future expenditure of rum in -t1 wo half, 
ſtarved Provinces, can exceed | the paſt. e of the 
| ſame article in 7570. very provinces, and thirtecn great and 
populous” | ſkates + es ! Even, by his Lordiipis - 
aschünt, iD otheintiabiratc of Nowa:Scotiaianb Canada; 
(men, women and children) were to, get drunk ; Every. day, 
as a defence againſt cold and hunger, it would avail the 
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5 Well Indja um- trade but little; for the noble Lord 1 in- 


1 forms us, 72 ito), that Ne England rum, bad as it 
ie, 8 preferred by ehe Canatians md-lower rawks, being | 
nangerand/25; per cent. „ Wel 
lallies. 2 55 | 


Cc ies 


- = 79 1 
- cies of RM tyranny, which, to the honour 
e of human nature, the Americans reſiſted; 3-and 
we know. the. r reſolt. Similar meaſures will | 
| produce ſimilar effects; and; 1, ſubmit. to his 
 Lordſhip!s conſideration, whether the old trunk 
| of, our, empire (thanks, to the American 
i not ſuſaiently pruned, already ? 


War. 


4 The noble Lord ſpeaks. ſomewhat. degrad- 
7 ingly. of. the Weſt. India iſlands; i in mote. places 
than one but 1 hope. he does not ſeriouſly 
mean to recommend the project of lopping them 
off with our late overgrown provinees. There are 
I know, ſome perſons among us who wifh for 3 
5 ſuug compact kingdom, like thoſe of Pruſſia and 
Jpweden, and we are, I think, in 4 fair way. of 
5 gratifying theit wiſnes. But really the ſubject 
is 800 important to bo trifled with, and Iwill 
therefore ſeriouſly point out to the noble Lord 
the only effectual and permanent reſource which 
the planters. (at leaſt thoſe of Barbadoes and 
the windward iſlands). will have, for.the ſupply 
_ proviſions, f in caſe all intercourſe with the 
United States is prohibited. ce It is to change 
85 | their ſyſtem... They muſt abandon. the culti- 
. _— vation of ſugar; and apply their land and la- 
bdbour to the purpoſes of railing food. The 
undone remnant of the people who have not 
fallen victims to the intermediate famine, may 
thus, provide for the time to come,” And 
| ſuch is the effect which, the reſtraining ſyſtem, 
. ſo vehemently r recommended at this time will, 3 
| At 


n 


781 a 


was all probability have mur Welt India i648; 
fer to tell the planter he may purchaſe ſbod 
and lumber in the foreign iſlands, at the very 


moment that. he is deprived of the rneans of 


payment, is to | infult his underſtanding, 


| and adds Cutragy to cruelty. 


di vc ile o 06109245 507 nn 
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Let us how confille? the ee bY abe 


to Great Britain. It has been ſaid that the in- 


habitants of theſe kingdoms are ſometimes 
ſeized of a ſudden, with unaccountable parox- | 


iſms of epidemick terror. In the reign of queen 
Anne, a crazy parſon took it into his head that 


the church was in danger. And he ran abour, 
foaming at the mouth, and ſcattefing his peſti- 


lential ſlaver, until he had infected half the 


nation with the ſame frenzy. I cannot but 


think the preſent alarm, ſo: induſtriouſiy ſpread 

throughout the kingdom, reſpecting the navi- 
gation act, has ariſen from a ſimilar influenza. 
Even many perſons of ſober ſenſe, and a very 


- temperate pulſe, look pale, and are uneaſy when. 
the ſubject is ſtarted. It is a queſtion which 


they confeſs they do not underſtand; and ter- 


Tor, (as children ſee goblins in the dark) pre- 


vents a calm inveſtigation of it. I ſhall there- 
fore endeavour to prove that if any propoſition 0 
in the fcience of commercial polity” is ſelf- 
5 evident, it is this; that the admiſſion of Ame- 


- Fican veſſels into our Wen India N is ſtrictly 
con- 


| tion, 


8 1072 1: 
canforn 
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hs aim, of 80 ee of Charles. I. 


was the encouragement of our foreign; trade, 
and the extenſion of our ſhipping by the ex- 


cluſion, of foreigners, from a, participation 


therein; and conſidering the circumſtances of 


the times when the Navigation Act paſſed, it; 


was. well adapted to, theſe purpoſes: but if 


| from, the puerile-and offenſive affectation of 
ſtiling the Americans a./arejgn people, and con- 
ſidering them as our rivals in trade and manu- 

facures, which the Dutch. formenly. nn | 


which. the. Americans are never Akely | 


id 5 8 | | 3 
. ; ; 3s" [ | | 1 * (+: 


ene drab ate» 8 


—— Blackſtone), were firſt framed1in. 1650, awith's = 
narrow. partial view, : being intended to mortify. the Sugar 
and (which were diſaffected to the parliament and 


held out for Charles II.) by ſtopping tie gainfuf trade which 


tey carried on with the Dutch.“ It rereidmany material 


improve ments afterwards, and its prohibitions- were made 


general. I hope Lord Sheffield will forgive me if I hazard. a 
a ſuſpicion thathis Lordſhip has.miſtakewthe ſyſtem of the Re- 
publican Parliament, for the more liberal anch refined polity | 
wich prevailed in 1671. The Navigation Acts fag 
tha authors of the Univerſal Hiſtory, was original meant 
as a punifoment to the planters.“ His Lordſhip. ſeems clearly 


4 * 


to "anderſtand aol highly, to Four! its Met are inzen- 
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we are Agtermited 1 in all caſes, ws under na- 


tional circumſtances no way reſembling TY Wi 
of 1671, to treat them as ſuch lf this be our 
line of conduct, we may indeed apparentlß 


comply with the ſtrict letter of the law, whilſt 


we moſt groſsly violate every principle on 


which the act itſelf was founded. I apply this 


temark to the preſent reſtraining project; Tor 
its plain and immediate operation muſt be to 


diminiſh, if not abſolutely deſtroy, our bulky 
and important trade with our own Weſt India 
illands. If the cultivation of ſugar decreaſes; as 


have before ſhewn it will if the reſtraint be 
continued, our ſhipping, our revenues, our ma- 
nufactures, muſt decreaſe with it. He that does 
not ſee this, does not chuſe to ſee it, But let us 
hear on this ſubject the accurate and intelligent 
Mr. Glover. © The groſs amount of imports, 


at an annual medium, from theſe now unfortu- 


nate iſlands, exceeds four millions: 190, 
caſks of ſugar and rum, beſides many other 
articles, the bulky loading for ſuch a multitude 
of veſſels, more than authorize. my aſſertion. 
Of theſe annual four million the exchequer re-. 
ceives its proportion, the navigator and mer- 
chant theirs; the reſt centres with the planiter, 
and how diſtributed by him? In the purchaſe 
of 1, 300, oo0l. of our exports direct, and. the 
e Part of 700,000. more in circuition 


= —_ 15 


N 


khrough Africa: what is left is applied to home 
conſumption, to inveſtments upholding the 
price of land, and the credit of the publick 
funds. At the ſame time they are furniſhing 
commodities to us of ſuch neceſſary uſe, which 
_ elſe muſt be paid for to foreigners ; they ſup- 
ply a ſuperfluity for foreign conſumption like- 
wiſe. I avoid compariſon; but judge from 
this ſtate how valuable a ſubjet i is the planter! 
All theſe benefits, the healthy progeny of active 
trade, all, or part, muſt ſleep as in a grave, dur- 
ing a total or partial ſtagnation.” Is it now 
neceſſary to aſk, which moſt truly conforms to 
the policy of our anceſtors, the reſtraining ſyſ- 
tem of Lord Sheffield, or the liberal intercourſe 
with ne . Ms the Welt India 
planters * 25 : 


; * 1 5 1 
. g 5 W. 


| . „ Pebag. too the Hip will pay ſome regard to the 
following authorities, 25 % 


N cs one is ; ignorant, that the Navigation of F rance owes | 
all its increaſe and ſplendor to the commerce of 1 its ſugar 
iſlands ; and that it cannot be kept up and DW other- 
. _ wiſe than by this commerce“ 
Vid: Memorials of the Deputies. 7 Trade 70 the Row 
Conner of France, 1737+ 


Sir Jokak Child, in page 191, of * of Trad, 
ſays, We may reckon that for proviſions,” clothes. and 
houſhold goods, ſeamen, and all others employed for build- 


. ing a 


* 


n 


In truth, Lord Sheffield, on the ſabjea of 


| the navigation act, deals fo largely in general 


declamation, that it is difficult to, diſcover 


from what preciſe and eſtabliſhed principles 
he deduces his concluſions. He tells us, 

(b. 138), that if the Weſt India ports are 
opened to — 4 United States, the French and 
Dutch will avail themſelves of the American 


flag, and that our iſlands will ſoon. be as much 


crowded with foreign ſhipping, as the port of 
Ostend has lately been.” But the noble Lord 
does not ſay what buſineſs foreign European ſbip- 


ping will have there? This is a curious eircum- 


ſtance, and will repay the reader's attention, 
It will hardly be diſputed, I think, that if for- 


eign ſhipping ſolicit admiſſion into our Weſt 

India ports, it muſt be for. one or the other of 
theſe purpoſes; either to carry goods thither, 
or to take goods from thence. If the former is 


their object, will Lord Sheffield be pleaſed to 
tell the world, what particular goods and ma- 
nufactures beſides French wines and cam- 


bricks, (and theſe to no great amount; at leaſt, 


they are not, his Lordſhip admits, an object of 
national concern) are commonly in uſe amang 


ing and fitting of ſhips, every Engliſhman in Barba- 
does and Jamaica creates det for four men  - 


home.” ?“ 
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J. 
out Weit Tide _ which cal Dried can- 
not ſupply as cheap, or cheaper, than anyotherns- 
tion? The firſt 48 pages of the noble author's 
book, are, I think, appropriated to the expreſs 
purp>»ſe of demonſtrating, that Great Britain is 
the beſt! and cheapeſt market in the world for 
manufactures of all kinds. On this ground his 
Lordſhip contends that we ſhall ſtill have the 
cuſtom of the Americans, notwithſtanding their 

independency; and, could we be perſuaded to 
- purſue a liberal and equitable line of conduct 
towards them, I believe indeed, this might hap- 
pen. Now can it be ſuppoſed, that the inha- 
bitants of our Weſt India iſlands, 'whoſe 
loyalty has never been queſtioned, who have 
no bias on their minds ariſing from paſſion or 
- prejudice, and who have never yet, that I have 
heard, been charged with univerſal inſanity ; 
Scan it be ſuppoſed, that they will be fo 
much more inattentive to their ow intereſt 
than the Americans, as to buy the ſame articles 
of foreign nations, vhich they can buy cheaper 
and better from Great Britain? Is ſuch a cir- 
cumſtance in the ſmalleſt degree probable ?— 
But this argument requires further illuſtra- 
tion. 8 1 


'T he” principal 8 and commo- 
dities of ä in demand in our Weſt 


India 5 


Tp 


ladia - iſlands are _theſe;—woorLEws | (par- 
ticularly the coarſer kinds) Manuracrunko 
IRON au STEEL; fuch- as HOES, BELLS, Ee. 
.COARSE © HATS and o8NABURGS for negro-. 
_Hvithing to a prodigious amount, WROUGHT. 
COPPER and PEWTER ; ; SHEET LEAD, MANCHES- 
ren GOODS, UPHOLSTERY, HABERDASHERY, 
MILLENERY, HOUSHOLD-FURNITURE, SADLERY, 
JEWELLERY, DRUGS, PAINTER'S COLOURS, &c, 1. 
beſeech the reader, for the love of conſiſtency, 
to recur to Lord Sheffield's book, and advert 
to his Lordſhip's obſervations on theſe ſeveral 
items. For inſtance, wool LENS. © In this great 
and capital article, ſays the noble Lord, Great 
Britain will have very little competition, We. 
IRON AND STEEL MANUFACTURES-=-[f a draw- 
back or bounty equal to the duty on foreign 
iron ſhould be granted when exported, theſe 
articles probably never will go to America to 
any amount, but from Great Britain. We ſur- 
paſs the world in the manufacture of iron, 
ſteel, &c. Hars, -The Americans muſt im- 
port the felt and common hats; and as wool is 
cheaper in Great Britain than on the continent, 
the Britiſh manyfacturers mult. be able to af- 
ford this article cheaper, &c.“ And in this 
manner his Lordſhip proceeds with all or moſt 
of the reſt. Even as to LIN ES, in regard to 
which the noble author allows there may be 
competition; 3” "be obſerves of the coarſer kinds, 
89 that . 


„„ . . 

that the . of German 05NAnkes 
{formerly an immenſe artiele) was become i in- 
conſiderable, owing. to the demand for the 
Britiſh ; and reſpecting Easr Ix DIA coops, 
his Lordſhip aſſures us, that (c the peculiar ad- 
vantages of our ſituation in A will enable 
us to underſel A other country.” 


This | is a > abridgement from the firſt part 
at Lord Sheffield's obſervations on the com- 
merce of the American States, and I have plea- 
ſure in acknayledging the merit of this part of 
his Lordſhip's work, It diſplays a great\ and 
laudable induſtry, and a very extenſive acquaint- 
ance with the trade and manufactures of Great 
Britain; but aſſuredly it holds out no encou- 
ragement, nor points out any inducement, to the 
ſhips of foreign nations to export foreign ma- 
nufactures to the Britiſh Weſt India iſlands. 
It is indeed evident, from what has been laid, 
that if French and Dutch veſſels go there, it 
muſt be for ſome other purpoſe than that of 
carrying goods thither, and the natural ſop- 
polition would be, that our planters can afferd 
to ſupply all the world with Weſt India pro- 
ducts, cheaper than the ſubjects of other 
nations ;-- for the profits of a homeward voyage 
ſhould be very great, to compenſate for the 
loſs of an outward freight: but is this the caſe? 
e idea to thoſe who know the price of Weſt 
India 


Tw4 


India commodities: in the iſlands, is· truly 1 | 
enlous. Lord Sheffield himſelf aſſures us, 
(p. 180) that the foreign iſlands underſel ours 


from 15 to 25 per cent. and, in the next page, 
he obſerves © It is univerſally allowed that our 


planters cannot afford ſugars. at the FOE for- 


. 8 can.“ 


"As mente boteign European ti nations kak 


no temptation to ſmuggle foreign manufactures 
into our iſlands, ſo neither have they any encou- 


ragement to deal with our planters for Weſt 
India productions; we may infer then they will 


have no concern in a trade by which Naa 
1 Þ de 1105 and ks can be WH: ing 
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eld is evident the late adminiſtration were under no ap- 


.prehenſion that foreign European fates would interfere - 


in our Weſt India trade, nor was the reſtraining ſyſtem, 


adopted for the purpoſe of preventing ſuch interference., 
— Their intention (at leaſt the intention of thoſe who ad- 


viſed the meaſures which they adopted) was evidently to 


_ aggrandize Canada and Nova Scotia at the expence of our 
iſlands, as well as to puniſh, through the ſides of our ſugar _ 


planters, the late refractory provinces, —That this was 


their intention, I no longer doubt, fince I was furniſhed 
with a copy of the following proclamation, to which, 


(without queſtioning its legality) I venture to affirm, rs 
is no proceeding pe betwerd ey fs in wang in che 
anne of mankind. | VAT: 
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—. With regard to the ſubjects of America, the 
nature of theit imports with our iſlands has 
I — e n eee They in- 


— Þ — 
- 


ultimo, it is given in order to the principal officers of his 


imported, may be admitted to entry; but, as many veſſels, 
under that deſcription, already have been, and from their 


ſo entering, will be at liberty to retire with their reſpective 


entering the ſaid harbour, or any other harbour within 
this diſtrict, after the ſaid zoth day of December, will be 


give theſe ſavage orders, and of the officers who were di- 
rected to ſee them enforced. A long and intimate ac- 
Aduaintance with all or moſt of theſe gentlemen convinces 

me, that they received the inſtructions from: this country, 


1 | horror. 


1 8 J 
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cusro Hobsk, RINGSTON, JAMAICA. 
Nov. 8, 1783. 


1 © Whereas, by. virtue of a reſolution of the honourable. 


the Privy Council of this Iſland, bearing date the 24th 


Majeſty's cuſtoms in this port, that henceforward, no for- 
eign veſſel, whereon four or other prowiſſons, ſhall be 


owner's ignorance of this order, hereafter may be, brought 


into this harbour, theſe are to carve noTice, that from 


this day to the 2oth of December next incluſive, all veſſels 


cargoes ; and, that all veſſels, under the above deſcription, 


conſidered as objects of SEIZURE," and be yy 


TE to * 1 s uſe. 


| THO. DAVISON, Collegor. 
3 J0N WOOLFRYS, Compt.“ 


1 cannot but a 8 ſympathize with the feelings of the | 
members of the Council i in Jamaica, who were obliged to 


under which doubtleſs 1 aged, . with aſtoniſhment and 


terkere! in no reſpect with thoſe RE Great Bri- 


train, and are ſuch as our planters cannot do 
without. 1 have, however, candidly confeſſed 


that there is one circumſtance to be guarded. 


2 againſt, in allowing the free admiſſion of Ame- 
rican veſſels; they may ſometimes enter into 
competition with Britiſh ſhips for freights to 


_ Great Britain, To obviate this danger, it has 
been propoſed to limit the tonnage of veſſels 
from America, and to admit ſingle decked 


veſſels only. I agree with Lord Sheffield that 
the firſt of theſe reſtrictions will be evaded, and 


| both are unneceſſary ; becauſe a fimpler and 
better regulation is obyious, which is, to re- 
ſttain the trade from the Weſt Indies 10 Great 
Britain and Treland, to Britiſh veſſels only, having 5 
Briti aſh regs Bere, and navigated according to the aff 
of navigation. And thus will the benefits of 


their ancient intercourſe with America be re- 


ſtored to the iſlands, withour the ſmalleſt inter- 
ference in the carrying trade of Great Britain, 


—ſo 5 e at 2 


Fn 3 ** 90 127 1 58 it benen that as of. 
the iilands to windward had not fix weeks, proviſion- in 
| lore, IF ſimilar inſtructions are attempted to be executed 
in thoſe iſlands, 1 anticipate the moſt dreadful conſe. 
quences. 8 
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On the whole, no 5 can exceed that of 
conceiving that any thing Great Britain can do 
will prevent the American ſtates from havipg, 

time or other, a commercial intercourſe with 
aur Weſt India iſlands on their own terms. A 
chain of coaſt of 20 degrees of latitude, with ſome 
of the fineſt ports for the purpoſe in the world, 
all lying ſo near to the ſugar colonies and the 
track to Europe, ready to receive ſhips. from 
thence, if friends, in all their diſtreſſes---a'coun- 
try abounding in every thing the iſlands have 
. eccaſian for, and which can be afforded at one 
third the expence the ſame articles would coſt 0 ö 
from any other part of the world —All theſe 
circumſtances neceſſarily and naturally point 
aut a commercial . intercourſe between our 
iſlands and them. It is true, we may nearly ruin 
our ſugar colonies and ourſelves alſo, in the at- 
- tempt topreventit; but it is an experiment which 
God and nature have marked out as impoſſible. 
to ſucceed, You may burn their ſhips and their 
timber in their dock-yards, but you cannot burn 
their country nor their harbours. The preſent re- 
ſtraining ſyſtem is forbidding men to help each 
other. Men, who by their climate and pro- 
ductions are ſtanding in in Fees need of mu- 
tual aſſiſtance. 7 1 
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But our n are as futile as they are mali- | 


 Tjous: America will hold Nn in deriſion, and re- 
mind g 


it 83 1 

mind abe de le fie; She will tell 
vs; that a wiſe people would relinquiſh in time, 
and with a good grace, pretenſions that can 
neither be juſtified on principles of reaſon, nor 
eſtabliſhed by force ſero ſapiunt Pbryger, 
a proverb that ought to be our motto, ah Rt ; 
"iy been always our fats. ii 7 2131 | 


* ddt that L hv now fully e eſtabliſivd the 
| following deres ; ne eraivin 


"Pies. that our ſubjects in LG Weſt Jos 
Wande have no other alternative for ſupplying 
themſelves with food (if a free intercourſe with 
America is denied them) than that of raiſing 
it themſelves; the certain conſequence | of which 
will be, an immediate and alarming diminution 
in the growth and manufacure of their * 
ſtaple commodities, us tirt- 1566105 Trent, 


85 That th contequence of fach dim. 
nution muſt neceſſarily cauſe a proportionate 
loſs to the revenues and commerce of Great 
Britain, as far as thoſe revenues and that com- 
merce is ſuppored by thoſe iſlands. For inſtance, | 
we muſt either pay in money to foreigners the 
large ſum for Weſt India commodities, for 
which Britiſh manufactures (or money ſpent 
among ourſelves) are now given in exchange, or 


g che revenue will leſſen in proportion to the di- 
85 NM 2 + - miniſhed 


"T&F: 


hinifleed} donſumption of thoſe: commodities: 
| The revenue from tea, without the accuſtomed | 
plenty of ſugar, will ſink into inſignificance : 
The proviſion-trade with Ireland will be loſt, 
becauſe the planter will not be able to pur- 
chaſe; and the African trade will follow. But 
9 all the various great branches of the mer- 
antile ſyſtem, which will ſuffer immediately or 
indive&ty; the moſt important is the navigation 
Ea navigation equal to the bulky products 
and ſupplies of a ſtock in trade of 60 mil- 
lion “, comprehending the trade to Africa, and 
making no inconſiderable part of that of Eng- 
land to the Eaſt Indies and the reſt of Europe: : 

E the nurſery of our marine—the ftrength, the 
Ar, the glory of our nation. TC 


FL. b by a plain Beads level to the 
5 er capacity, we may ſee how abſurd and 
ill- directed are the preſent apprehenſions on the 
; ſubject of the carrying-trade of this kingdom; 
and that thoſe who are loudeſt in their cla- 
mours reſpecting the danger of violating the 


»FThis ſum is the eſtimate of the value of the Weſt India 
iſlands; as proved at the bar of the Houſe of Commons in 
1775, by Mr. Walker of Barbadoes and Mr. Ellis of 
Jamaica, from whoſe evidence ſome of theſe arguments 
are borrowed. They were men of great abilities con- 
ſammate knowledge, and Lig integrity. 7 
are fince both deceaſed. | 


navi- 


F - 
navigation act, are . recommending 


ane which would we. it wp: by the roots. 


LANES 


One obſervation more, Sd 1 der one The 
5 FF i are a generous. and. a liberal minded. peo- 
ple. But 4+ it Kot to their generoſity and li- 
. berality that I would appeal on the preſent 
occaſion? Let: their prudence. only be con- 
ſulted. Let them well weigh and compare the 
: advantages and diſadvantages that will pro- 
bably reſult to them from a diſagreement with 
the Weſt India iſlands, before they adopt the 
advice miſchievouſly held out to them of lata 
to open their ports to foreign ſugars. I ſay miſ- 
cbievcuſſy, becauſe it is impoſſible that ſuch ad- 
vice can be given with any other intention than 
| fo ſet the remaining parts of the Briti iſn em- 
pire at variance with each other ;—a very fit 
and natural employment, it muſt be owned, 
for thoſe men whoſe pernicious councils have 
already rendered the greateſt and braveſt na- 
tion in the world the ſcorn and deriſion of 
Europe! This obſervation. is not applied to 
Lord Sheffield, who was, for avght that I know, 
guiltleſs of any participation in thoſe councils ; 
but I apply it without ſcruple to thoſe deſign- 
ing and peſtilent ſpirits on whoſe ſecret ſuggeſ- 
tions the noble Lord has confeſſedly formed 
the opinions promulgated in his book. Should 
Ireland unfortunately e concur in the project ſhe 


is 


x 86 1 

is adviſed to adopt] and lend her hand to mut 
the rvin-of the fagar Hands cempleat, white 
will ſhe again find fo _ and profitable a 
thirker for her proviſions ? This is a point 
which well deſerves her molt ſetious confider- 
ation. "Thoſe who would have friends muſt 
thew themſelves friendly.” This is the voice 
of feripturs;” and we owe it to the mercy of 
Providence, chat, in moſt eaſes, a N edn. 
dukt recoils © on itſelf. e 
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1 „ the whole of this little publication, 1 
have ſtudied to obſerve towards Lord Sheffield all the re. 

pect which i 1s due to.his rank. and character; Nevertheleſs 
I'muſt remark, that his Lordſhip ip many parts of his late 
treatiſe, peaks fo 'contemptuouſly and unjuſtly of the 
Britiſh Weſt India iſlands and their inhabitants, — 3 
23 might well provoke ſevere © recrimination. But "oa 
although - it is not my intention to enter into a 
formal vindication of the Weſt India planters, the rea- 

der will, I truſt,  exouſe me, if I detain him a moment 
with a few ſhort extracts from the laſt edition of the no- 
ble author's performance. I believe they will ſuſſicjeptly | 
demopſtrare that his Lordſhip is not always very correct in 


his information, nor ys accurate an. his conclu- | 
flows, RT 


* 


e TY ecke p. 75 ee) T ke harbours of | 
Now en are never frozen.” | 


| His Lerdthip 5 in (his ages (which is mgmt 600 : 
by way of correcting an aſſertion of my own) is un- 
; fortunate. If I am rightly informed there are at | 
moment in Great Britain, upwards of a thouſand peo- 
| ple who have walked or ſkaited over the harbour of 
Hallifax.—Even the harbour of New York, ſo much 
further to the ſouthward, has been frequently frozen. 
In the latter end of 1779, or the beginning of 1780, _ 
the 15th regiment of Dragoons marched acroſs the 
bay, from New. York to Staten ifland, and 700 ſleds _ _- 
al proviſions were drawn over, about the ame times. 1 
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P. 66—. Tindber Was at, ; EY 
bee in moſt of the American. ſtates,” bs 


op: 


8 This is e ee to as che Il portiges of 
* Canada and Nova Scotia; but when the neceſſity is 
pointed out which the United States will be under 
20M an vin Great W we are . 


ij 128 ae — 55 78 The ides off che Vith. 
holding their lumber from our ſhipping. is 
too trifling to require attention. They have 
no other suFFicienT market. Before the 
war the Americans glutted the Weſt Indies 
with-lumber.” (The notion of ſending @ glut 
From an exbauſted - country is novel.) Again, 
= 149. „ Lumber for the uſe of the 
cooper, which is brought over as dennage in 
tobacco ſhips, is now ſo plentiful in the Lon- 
don market, that it can ſcarce be fold for any 
Hiss. SE . | 


P. 129. If Britain will. grant a. bounty 
upon lumber for a limited time, from our 
remaining colonies, they will ſoon ſupply eur 
Weſt India iſlands.“ Again, in P. 253, 
2 bounty is recommended on the importa- 
tion 


the idea of courting commerce 705 


1 89.1 


| tk into Great Britain of amber And plank 
from Canada, &c. 6 - 


P. 184, ; BE Nen can —. more weak chan 


"TYEE 


Ghee. Whether brandbg ann! is not + courting 
. el e i 


>> ids 


p. 13 3. 2 Negroes are uſed better in ſome 
parts of America than in our Weſt India 


iſlands, and the French uſe. them wad better 


than the 2 


p. be Pe 9 The French fax. that. we 98 0 


the Britiſh Weſt India planters) do not exact 


ſo much labour from our ſlaves as they (the 


French) do (from theirs) and that we oe ours 


at a nn expence.“ 


According to theſe accounts thoſe who give ne- 
1 moſt work and Jeaſt food uſe them beſt, 


— 


P. * «> The aſſertion that our i145 muſt 5 


; ſtarve if they are not opened to American, 
ſhipping, is a curious inſtance of the light 


ground on which men will be clamorous.” 


3 


N 


1 5% 


I (truth er th adbitüon however 34 ft M- 
nied, I ſuſpeQ the noble author has bit 4 puny ap- 


petite of his own, or he would hardly conſider ſtarv- 


ing al a flight ground for -clamonr. The habit of 


— eating is of great antiquity in the Weſt Indies, as well! 
as in Europe, and I doubt the inhabitants will not 
_ . eaſily be perfuaded to conſider the having nothing to eat 
as a grievance of no account. — But there are perſons 
in this kingdom who ſeem inclined to treat us poor 


Bs. ſugar planters, as the mock doctor, in Moliere, treats 


his children, who were crying for bread, ** Give 
em the rod (ſays he): when I have eat my fill, no part 
5 of my family ſhall preſume | to be e hangry.” | e 
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. The 80 of the” "price (of | 
a ſugar) Would be the true and proper means of 


relieving that reſpectable body of men the 
8 Ibis planters and merchants. Eine 


Braun. In the above ſcitence for ur read a. 


P. 119, Some are of opinion that on a 
medium, Great Britain and Ireland could ſup- 
ply our Weſt India iſlands (with flour and 


bread) as cheap as the continent of America. 


n at this time the} can.“ 


P. 270, « Above a lilies and a half ſterl= 
ing, in gold coin, may have been ſent abroad 
” And again, upwards of 
% Ü 


this year for corn.“ 


6 
one million of quarters of corn have been 
imported (into Great Britain) in 1783.“ 


As this ſupply of corn was obtained chiefly from 
America, it would ſeem the noble Lord is of 
nion we can furniſh our Weſt India iſlands with bread, 
cheaper than the country from whence we are ourſelves 
ſupplied, —notwithſtanding too the expence and in- 

convenience of a double voyage! 


And ſo much for Lord Sheffield's information 
and accuracy on commercial ſubjects. This col- 
lection of beauties from the noble author's book, 
might be conſiderably augmented ; but it is an invi- 
dious employment, and I willingly drop it. 
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